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EXT. LINCOLN MEMORI AL - LAVWN AREA - N GHT
TI TLE: ELECTI ON DAY. NOVEMBER 6TH 2024 11:45 EST

Lincoln’s statue acts as backdrop. A darkened stage |ights.
El ection signs bounce in the air. A crowd roars in glee.

FEMALE NEWS ANCHOR, 45, sits at a constructed interview desk
FEMALE NEWS ANCHOR
Oh, it looks like they re ready!
Ladi es and gentl enen, your
Presi dent and Vi ce-President-El ect!
EXT. LI NCOLN MEMORI AL - STACGE - BACKSTAGE AREA

Behi nd the curtain, Four SECRET SERVI CE AGENTS surround MALE
SHADOWED FI GURE and FEMALE SHADOWED FI GURE.

FEMALE SHADOWED FI GURE
Ready?

MALE SHADOWED FI GURE
Al ways.
EXT. LI NCOLN MEMORI AL - STACE - FRONT AREA

Spotlights shine. Misic boons |oud. The crowd responds.

EXT. LI NCOLN MEMORI AL - WOCDED AREA

VLADI M R, 26, sees people as clay to be nolded, wal ks thirty
yards away fromstage. He lifts and presses a renote.

A cabl e news van expl odes near the stage. Nothing is spared.
Bl ood and bodies litter the perimeter. People run scream ng.

The interview desk is in shanbles. Police vehicles burn.

VI adi m r wal ks away.

EXT. LI NCOLN MEMORI AL - FRONT STEPS

On the front steps of the Lincoln nonunment, the hand of Ml e
Shadowed Figure drops lifelessly next to the broken wobbling

head of Lincoln's statue.

FADE TO BLACK



FADE | N:

I NT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT
TITLE: SI X MONTHS EARLI ER

Viadimr sits at a cluttered desk. He downs a shot of |iquor
and touches the laptop. It beeps back in response.

VLADI M R
Begi n audi o recordi ng. June 6,
2024. Fifty six years ago today the
United States was robbed of a soon-
t o- be-president. A country altered,
propel | ed down a road never neant
ventured by those in his Party.
Wth Capitalismsoon dead; a new
soci al i st republic woul d have taken
its rightful place. Ut opia.

Viadimr | ooks past the laptop at a TV.
ON THE TV
ROBERT KENNEDY( RFK), 35, waves to canpaign crowd. He' s shot.
BACK TO LI VI NG ROOM
VI adi m r downs another drink. He stands and paces the room
VLADI M R
A Utopia denied by the will of
facel ess power brokers. Shadow
governments. Puppets and patsi es.
ON THE TV
SIRAN SIRAN, 23, RFK s shooter, is escorted by authorities.
BACK TO LI VI NG ROOM
Vladimr grabs the bottle and finishes the al cohol.
VLADI M R
Which led to illegitimte,
scrupul ous | eaders, neither by the
peopl e or for the people.
ON THE TV

RI CHARD NI XON, 64, resigns. The TV banner says WATERGATE.



BACK TO LI VI NG ROOM
Viadimr turns back toward the | aptop.

VLADI M R
We, the people, nust create a new
path. A bold path. As a great
American once said, “by any neans
necessary”. Stop recording. Print.

The printer starts. Vladimr takes the finished sheet.

He wal ks to a bookcase filled with history books and canpai gn
nmenorabilia. There’'s a framed picture of BEN DODD, 52 and
BETH DODD, 49. A poster shows SENATOR DODD FOR PRESI DENT ‘ 24.

VI adimr drops the sheet on the bl oodi ed, dead body of
Senator Dodd at his feet.

VLADI M R
By any neans necessary.

Viadimr wal ks to the door with the | aptop and exits.

I NT. COLLEGE AUDI TORI UM - DAY

A spattering of students fill rows of seats that diagona
downward to the podi um where KATE YOUNG 39, |ectures.

Kate, a life spent teaching the m stakes of others while
| earni ng nothing fromher own, gnaws on an apple. She points
upward to the | arge projector screen.

KATE
There is a girl in a black and
white pol ka dot dress. She says “we
got him we got him?"”.

Kate waves her hands wildly as she nocks the girl's actions.

KATE
Have you heard of this RFK
conspiracy theory? A Netflix or
Amazon Prime docunentary? No. W
can find The Spongebob novie as a
“top pick” for us, but little on
the multiple corroborated stories
like Mss Pol ka Dot. The man who
woul d be president, struck down
just as he cane to his apex.

A STUDENT, 19, yells out.



STUDENT
Spongebob rul es!

Kate turns, her glorious trance broken. Deflated, she | ooks
at the faces of her students and realizes nost barely listen.

KATE
APOCALYPSE NOW diver Stone’'s JFK
t he MANCHURI AN CANDI DATE. Wat'’ s
t he common denom nat or here,
people? I know you all watch plenty
of novies. Sone of you are doing it
right now instead of listening --

TAI ESA (TAI') ZHANG 24, inspired by the inspiration of
ot hers, blurts out.

TAI
They're all crazy!

Students | augh. Kate squints through the dimy lit room

KATE
Who said that?

Tai stands. Back straight, she | ooks ready to sal ute.

TAI
Tai, professor! They' re all nuts!

Kate's eyes squint on Tai’s |location. She inspects Tai for a
nonent | onger than needed before she responds.

KATE
Yes. Mss... Tai. They are al
crazy to sonme degree, but al so
anarchists. Qut to sabotage the
systemto create their better one.
Do they act al one or does soneone
have to whisper in their ear?

TAI
Qooh! Great questions. I'’mgoing to
| ove this class!

The Student’s voi ce pipes up.
STUDENT
Sit down, pet! The teacher already
has her appl e.

Tai’s eyes seek and find the Student. Her deneanor darkens.



TAI
Shut up, you waste! Keep watching
Spongebob! It’s your 1Q | evel zone!

The Student withers in his seat and clicks his phone off.

KATE
Uh, OK. Let’s all remain calm

Tai peers at her phone buzz. Kate sighs and bites her apple.

TAI
Oh crap! Professor Young, can |
borrow the projector for a second?

KATE

VWat? | nmean | don’t know how to --
TAI

-- Never mind. | got it. You really

shoul d change the default password.

KATE
What ? How did you. ..

ON THE PRQIECTOR SCREEN
CNN capti on: BREAKI NG NEW5S. SENATOR DODD MJRDERED | N OFFI CE.
BACK TO AUDI TORI UM
Kate's speechl ess. Tai’s eyes w den.
TAI
Whoa. Anarchi sts.
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

Tree-lined | andscape, inpeded by headstones bel ow and the
outline of the Washi ngton Monunent in the di stance above.

A funeral in progress. Powerful suits and their bodyguards
stand silent. A 21-gun salute finishes. People head out.

A large, franmed photo of Senator Dodd sits on a wooden stand.
Kate wal ks over and puts her hand on the shoul der of BETH

DODD, 49, unwavering in her grace. She stares at the picture
before she turns to Kate; a tear washes in her smle.



BETH
I knew you woul dn’t stay away.
Benj am n knew t oo.

Kate notices Beth still touches the picture behind her.

KATE
Beth, I"'mso... | never thought....

Bet h noves her hand around and puts it over Kate' s hand.

BETH
W live. W [earn. W... carry on

They enbrace. Each weep in the other’s conpassion.

BETH
Take the ride honme with ne.

I NT. LIMOUSINE - MOVING - DAY

Beth presses the button and closes the glass partition to the
driver. She pours drinks and hands one to Kate.

KATE
That was quite a show ng.

BETH
A performance. Phony bastards.
We all know the risks of public

office, but, until it actually
happens to you... it’s not real.
KATE

Has t here been | eads?

BETH
Oh, the FBI have all their nornal
crazies at the top of their list.
The Weat her Under ground has
resurfaced to sone degree. As if
t hose extrem sts ever went away.

KATE
(beat)
But you don’t buy it?



BETH
Kate, it’s not the sane out there.
Ever since 9/11, it’s been hard to
know t he good guys from the bad
guys. And I'’mtal king about the
politicians on the HII.

Beth turns on the nmounted TV and clicks though channels.

KATE
That’ s not hing new, Beth. The Big
Three cabl e news networ ks began
selling their agenda even before
9/11. The OJ trials kicked it off.

ON THE TV
Pundits scream ng on the Big Three cabl e channel s.
BACK TO LI MO

BETH
This is different. When Ben started
hi s canpai gn, he received the usua
partisan hate mail threats. But
then we saw nore detailed threats
to get out of the race. | started
to hear chatter. Noise from another
politician Ben worked beside for
years. They weren’t really close.
Ben had a few cl osed door calls
with him Kate, | caught snippets,
threats, unlike any |’ve heard a
politician nmake. Nasty. Volatile.

KATE
You' re not insinuating--

BETH
I"mnot. But I'"msaying it’s nore
than a hunch; |ess than an
accusation. And the FBI? They’ |
botch the investigation in their
own time and way. Hilary's emails?
That cost her an el ection.

Kat e gl ances back out the w ndow.

KATE
Wiy am | in this car, Beth?

Bet h gul ps down her drink while Kate starts to sip hers.



BETH
I need a favor, Kate. | need you to
do what you used to do best.
Investigate this for nme. You can
get where the FBI is too clunsy --

KATE
-- Beth, I’"ma professor.

BETH
Kate, you're nore than that. Ben
t aught you nuch better than that.

Kate finishes her drink and stares at Beth for a | ong nonent.

KATE
Who’'s the politician?

Beth clicks the TV renote until she stops.
ON THE TV

BI LL THORNTON, 56, born to be a politician or weathernan,
smles as he waves to a small crowd in a cornfield.

THORNTON
And that’s why after the terrible
tragedy that has taken the life of ny
good friend, Senator Benjam n Dodd, |
am conpel l ed as an Anerican | eader to
pick up the torch that was simlarly
extingui shed for JFK, RFK and MK
This cannot end with one nman’ s deat h.
Thus, | will junp in the Presidential
race and continue with the hopes and
i deas we both shared. So, today |I'm
announci ng ny candi dacy- -

BACK TO LI MO
Beth hits the MJTE button.

KATE
Beth, who's the politician?

Her haze broken, Kate points in disgust to the TV.

BETH
H m



I NT. BAR - N GHT

Active crowd. Peopl e dance, sone shoot billiards, nost drink.
Kate sits at the bar. BARTENDER BARRY, 45, hands her w ne.

BARTENDER BARRY
That’' s already your third of the
ni ght. Hot date com ng?

KATE
The only other warm body in ny bed
tonight has a tail and purrs.

Barry smles and wal ks away. TED, 35, a trust, but verify and
then don't trust type of guy, enters and sits next to Kate.

TED
Cone here often, hot stuff?

Kate rai ses her brow before she sips w ne.

KATE
That didn’t work in college either.

Barry wal ks over.
TED
It did with ny wife. Just a water
with lime. Gve ny buddy another.

Barry nods and | eaves. Kate grins.

KATE
Still sober after all these years
later. My hero.

TED
Nah. 1’m no hero. Though, not a
good week for one of yours. |I’'m
sorry, Kate. How was Beth?

KATE
Strong. Unyielding. Just |ike Ben.
Back in college, |I thought he was

destined for greatness. One of the
country’s best |awers. Even a
better investigator. | thought he
was goi ng to change the worl d.
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TED
Well, Being a twenty-one year old
wi de-eyed optimst will do that to
you. Until reality sets in. W have
really twi sted people out there and
t hey know how to see ne com ng now.

KATE
Ben may have seen it com ng.

Ted pauses his drink. He places it back down.

TED
And so, now I'’mon official FBI
busi ness? Because then |I'I| have ny
first drink in along tinme. | spoke
to Beth. But... what don't | know?
KATE

It may be nothing. If you get ne
cl earance to Thornton's canpai gn as
a docunentarian for the university--

TED
This isn't theoretical or a case
study. This is now. And vol atile.

KATE
Ted, | know the FBI uses civilian
assets for |ow risk undercover
work. | can do a docunentary of a
candi date... and, | ook around.

Ted sighs. He | ooks up at the wall-mounted TV. Thornton’s on.

TED
1”1l be in touch.

Kate nods into her wine. Ted pats Kate's shoul der and | ooks
at the TV before he exits. She | ooks up at Thornton on the
TV. Her smles fades. Another hand touches her shoul der.

TAI
Pr of essor Young?

Tai stands tall as Kate turns her way.

KATE
Oh. Hello. Mss. ..
TAI
Zhang. I'min your class. Me and a

fewgirlfriends are out.
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Tai turns to the dance area and waves at two drunk wonen. A
PURPLE HAI R GAL, 25, |aughs and waves back

TAI
["’mon nmy way to tinkle. You?

KATE
Ti nkl e-free, thanks.

TAI
A sense of hunor too! Love it! No,
seriously, is this your spot?

KATE
|”ve been here once or thrice. And
what ever cones after thrice.

Tai | ooks up at Dodd on the TV. She sighs.

TAI
| still can’t believe what happened
to him H's poor famly.
KATE
Beth will be fine. She strong.
TAI
Bet h? Do you know t henf?
KATE
Oh, well. I did. Years ago. Tine

doesn’'t heal all wounds. But death;
it does. For ne, at |east.

Tai’s light attitude dissipates. She rubs Kate's shoul der.
Kate tightens up. Tai lets her hand drop off slowy.

TAI
"1l leave you to your thoughts.
See you back in class soon?

KATE
I, uh, will be taking a | eave of
absence. |I'll E-mail the students.
TAI

What ? Way? |’ m doi ng ny post-
graduate work on exactly your
curriculum Bunmer.

KATE
1”1l be back after the el ection.
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Kate | ooks up at Thornton on the TV. She tightens her grip on
t he napki n under her drink. Tai notices.

TAI
Uh- huh. OK, well, see you around.

Tai wal ks toward the bathroom She | ooks back at Kate.

I NT. APARTMENT - DAY

A darkened roomglows fromthe |light of three side by side
TVs. Each TV has one of the Big Three cabl e new networks on.

Viadimr sits at a desk. He views fil es of candi dates.
ON THE TV

PRESI DENT REED, 68, a man who has few equal s, since he
respects no one, stands at a podium and pretends he’ s not
readi ng the Tel epronpter. The ad-libs are obvi ous.

PRESI DENT REED
My marvel ous Press Secretary has
all owed nme a nonent to give an
update on our investigation into
Senator Dodd’ s death. Horrible
tragedy. Horrible.

BACK TO APARTMENT

Viadimr rises and pins a picture of Thornton on a | arge
bulletin board. He crosses out Dodd’ s picture with a marker.

The rest of the pictures are all the candi dates of both
parties as well as President Reed, VICE PRESI DENT OLI VER
POLK, 64 and House Speaker JOAN DUNNE, 62.

PRESI DENT REED (V. O
But the American people can rest
assured that I will have the
per petrator apprehended shortly.
Viadimr turns and scoffs at the TV. He turns back and
circles President Reed’ s picture on the board.
I NT. CAR - MOVI NG - DAY

Kate drives on the highway. She answers her nobil e phone.
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KATE
Forty-ei ght hours? I’d have thought
you had nore oonpf than that?

TED (V. O
It took nme seventy-two to authorize
cornhol e boards in the parking |ot.
Go pack. It’ Il be dropped off soon
This is hush-hush, Kate. No jokes.
If you' re caught, the FBI w ||
claimzero know edge. You know
this. Your cover is now for PBS.

Kate drives past and stares at the Lincoln Menorial.

KATE

PBS? Honest Abe wouldn’'t tell a lie.
TED

Yeah, well. Dead nen tell no tales.

I NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Cluttered roomoutfitted with shel ves and tabl es of books.
Kate nmeanders in and tosses her bag on the chair as her cat
junps out of the way. She stares vacantly around the room

KATE
Sorry, Lady Cat. Momma needs to
clean this place. One day.
She wal ks over and types on her |aptop. Her printer outputs
photos. She wal ks to a large bulletin board on the wall and
rips off the newspaper articles onit.

She push-pins the photos on the board. Senator Dodd on top.
Thornton underneath. A “?” underneath that.
EXT. TRAI'N STATI ON - DAY

Modest decor. Sinple design. Passengers cone and go.

I NT. TRAI'N - DAY

O der style interior. People nove about to their seats. Kate
wal ks to the far end of the train car where SECURI TY SAM
stands, 36, a man of few words but many physical weapons.
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KATE
Morning. |'m Kate Young. |I'm here
to docunent Senator Thornton's
canpai gn run for PBS.

Kate hol ds up canera equi prent and credentials. Sam quints.

THORNTON ( Q. S)
It’s OK, Sam Let her by.

Thornton grins, since he lives as if the canera is always on.

THORNTON
Kat herine. Wl cone to the canpaign.

Kat e squeezes around an i nmovabl e Sam and shakes Thornton’s
hand. They sit in a booth with a table.

KATE
It’s just Kate, sir. Thank you for
this opportunity.

Thornt on signs photos of hinself. He sips his whiskey.

THORNTON
No worries, Katherine. PBSis a
fine organi zati on. My canpai gn
wel comes you with open access.

Kate smles as she views the perineter. Staffers sit and work
phones a few rows of seats away.

KATE
So, this trainis interesting?

Bl LL THORNTON
Vel l, | thought a presidential
canpai gn shoul d be ol d-fashi oned. A
neet -t he-peopl e sort of thing. It’s
romantic; harkens back in tinme. |
think that’s what everyone over
thirty wants; a sinpler tine.

Kate nods; inpressed. Thornton smles as he | ooks down.

THORNTON
Shoul dn’t you be filmng this?

Kate awkwardly raises the camera and grins. CAVMPAI GN LEO 34,
bubbly as a soda gone flat, conmes over.
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THORNTON
Leo, neet Katherine. She'll be
docunenti ng our run.

CAMPAI GN LEO
First one you' re docunenting? Al one?

Kate ingests the skepticism She notions to speak.

CAMPAI GN LEO
VWhat in the hell..

They all watch Tai run down the isle toward them Sam bl ocks.

SECURI TY SAM
St op!

Sam sei zes Tai’'s armand forcefully braces her to the wall.
Tai flips her shoulder and drops Samto the floor. She grins.

KATE
Wait! | know her.

CAMPAI GN LEO
Jesus. She’s the rest of your crew?

Tai stares at Kate and waits for her to get it. Kate nods.
Sam grunts upward. Tai backs away with her hands up

TAI
Qops. My Dbad!

CAMPAI GN LEO
Right. Well, you can wait in the
ot her car until we clear you.

Tai gl ances out before she smiles at Thornton. She shifts her
body to accentuate her figure. He notices. They all do.

TAI
Sir, thisis athrill, and honor,
to be here. Even though ny famly
is one of your biggest donors, that
won’t stop nmy covering you fairly.

THORNTON
Oh, well. That is good to hear. As
Sam sai d, once we verify--

TAI
-- And seeing you on TV does no
justice. You remi nd nme of M chae
Dougl as in that President novie!
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Thornton smles and stands tall. Canpaign Leo rolls his eyes.
THORNTON

Sam let her by. | think we're all
set here. Kate? Any other crew?

Kate glances at Tai. Her smle is electrifying. Kate sighs.

KATE
No, sir. She’'s nore than enough.

I NT. TRAIN - BEDROOM CAR - NI GHT

A MALE PORTER, 32, opens the door to a sinple bedroom and
dresser. Kate and Tai walk in. Kate drops her bag.

PORTER
Vell, thisis it.

KATE
Vell, no, it isn't.

The Porter sees Kate shake her head. Tai rai ses her brow

PORTER
Oh. OH' Your roomis next door.

The Porter wal ks back out. He taps a door between the roons.
PORTER
There is a connecting door.
(W nks)
I’ mvery progressiv--

Tai slans the door in the Porter’s face.

TAI

Men. Al the same. Too nuch porn.
KATE

Well, if some didn't bask init,

you woul dn’t be here right now

TAI
Huh? On! Too true! Thornton seens
like a sweet, older coot. Not ny
type though. 1 |ike--

KATE
-- How did you know where | was?

Tai plops on bed and folds her |egs.
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TAI
| wat ched sonme detective guy.
Col onbo. He’d have to go through
crazy ways to figure things out.

Tai hol ds up her Iphone.

TAI
Now? We all carry superconputers.
saw you graspi ng your napkin at the
bar at Dodd and Thornton on TV. It
wasn’t hard to Googl e you. Wrked
for Dodd out of college. Looks Ilike
you had a falling out over a--

KATE
-- How did you know I was here?

Tai reaches into Kate' s jacket pocket and pulls out an Apple
Airtag. Kate steps back in shock.

KATE
You put a tracker on ne?

TAI
$29. Col onbo woul d of | oved Appl e.

Kate grabs the Airtag from Tai’s hand. Kate opens the w ndow
and tosses it out. Tai springs up and | ooks out.

KATE
At the next stop, you're going to
tell Thornton you ve been called
hone. Fam |y energency. Make one up.

TAI
Well, there is no famly. That, was
made up. Orphan. On ny own in and
out of foster hones until | was 18.
KATE

What ? What if they check you out?

TAI
You nean |ike they were checking ne
out Iike candy at a carnival ? No.

Tai slides close up to Kate’'s face. Both widen their eyes.
TAI

And what 1’d nake up won’t be as good
as your PBS babble. You owe ne $29.
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KATE
How did you floor Thornton's guard?

Their silent stare is broken by a bell’s RING on the room s
speaker. Tai smles and opens the roonis connecting door.

TAI
D nner tinme! Dress nice, professor.
| expect an A in your class by the
time we solve your nystery.

Tai grins and slans the door closed. The lock clicks. Kate
rubs her face. She turns on the TV and wal ks to the bathroom

ON THE TV

News anchor, BRUCKNER DARSON, 45, volatile during a nap,
hosts a panel of PUNDIT A and PUNDIT B, liars in suits.

BRUCKNER
A week after Senator Dodd’ s death,
we still have chaos in the waning

days of the Denocratic primary
race. Wile Dodd al nost had this

| ocked up and Mayor Zeke now is the
frontrunner, no one can win
outright now But, the remaining
candi dates can fight it out at the
convention. Can you explain?

PUNDI T A
It’s fairly easy. Al three nake a
speech at the convention then
Del egat es and Super del egates start
voting until there’s only one left.

PUNDI T B
Spoil er alert: That neither easy
nor sinple. Thornton is a stunt,
but it should nab hima few states
bef ore an enbarrassing | oss. Wich
is why no other hopefuls junped in
the race. CGodspeed, Senator.

BRUCKNER
Godspeed, indeed. In finding a new
Presi dent and a psychotic killer.
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EXT. CABLE NEWS STUDI O - NI GHT

Bustling city street hosts the building where Bruckner’s
filmng is in progress. Posters surround nmultiple TVs in the
wi ndows. Vladimr stands and smles at Bruckner on the TV.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFI CE - DAY

Hi storic layout. A large TV hangs in the fanous room
ON TV

Dol ph Tritzer bangs his notes on the table.

DOLPH TRI TZER
Let’s go to a just rel eased video
from Presi dent Reed.

Presi dent Reed grips the podium and squints at his cue cards.

PRESI DENT REED
Ladi es and gentlenen, | come to you
tonight to update you on the death
of Senator Dodd. We now have
verified the authenticity of the
attack by a terrorist known as The
Wl f. Sick. A sick individual

BACK TO OVAL OFFI CE

The TV broadcast plays while Reed stornms into the room VICE
PRESI DENT OLI VER PCLK, 58, goes along to get along, scurries
in behind Reed. (COS)CH EF OF STAFF BOB, 41, a puppet wth
wireless strings, follows and shuts the door.

PRESI DENT REED
Who the fuck wote that speech!

CCS BOB
Sir, it was the sane per--

PRESI DENT REED
-- It was shit! Garbage! | had
better witers on ny reality show
Wiy am | giving the terrorist his
five mnutes of fame! | have a
fucking re-election com ng up!

VP POLK
We need to informthe public that--
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PRESI DENT REED
-- 1 didn’t ask for your opinion!
The public needs to hear what |
decide to them That it’s all good!

Reed grabs and lights a cigar. He | ooks at his recording on
the TV of Pol k standi ng quietly behind him

PRESI DENT REED
(sneers)
Stay silent. It’s your best trait.

Pol k | ooks down. Bob gl ances back at the TV and points to it.

COS BOB
Uh, M. President....

ON THE TV

BREAKI NG NEW5. HOUSE SPEAKER JOAN DUNNE, 68, an unbendi ng
will for change, shakes hands w th SOUTH KOREA PRESI DENT, 58.

BACK TO OVAL OFFI CE

PRESI DENT REED
Son of a bitch.

Pol k and Bob connect eyes. Reed pushes past them and wal ks to
the TV screen. He puts out his cigar on Dunne’s face.

INT. TRAIN - DINNER CAR - NI GHT

Kate wal ks past the booths and tables to a small crowd of
supporters with Thornton. Kate stops by Canpai gn Leo.

CAMPAI GN LEO
He's like a kid in a candy store.
At | east he does now. The first
time he ran for the Oval a dozen
years ago... not so nuch. Speaking
of candy, here cones nore of it.

TAl (O S.)
New race. New babi es to shake.

Kate | ooks behind at Tai, dressed up in a skirt and heels.

KATE
“HANDS” to shake. Kiss babi es.
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TAI
What ever. | can barely renenber to
feed nmy fish. Ready to roll canera?

CAVPAI GN LEO
Anyway. G ab sone shots from here.
It makes good background feed when
music runs over it in the TV ads.

INT. TRAIN - BAR CAR - NI GAT
Voi d of other patrons, Kate and Tai sit alone at a table.

TAI
That was an interesting dinner.
Thor nt on does have nore charisma in
person than watching himon TV.

KATE
Not a lie there. Inpressive.

The train door opens. Thornton wal ks in, suit jacket hung
over his shoulder. He slides into the booth by Kate and Tai .

THORNTON
Vell, that went well. Darn well.

KATE
A decent crowd for a Friday train.

THORNTON
Had you said that the first tinme |
tried running, | would have died
three times from enbarrassnent.
Wen | listen to these people now,
| can really hear their hearts.
They’ re struggling.

TAI
They al ways have been. Sir.

Kat e nudges Tai under the table. She gets it.

The CGRI M BARTENDER, 30, wal ks over fromthe bar counter and
puts water cups down. Thornton's cup slashes on his hand. The
G imbartender wipes it away w thout nuch of a word said.

A large green ring is on his finger. The Gi m Bartender
| eaves. Thornton shakes his head and grins.
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THORNTON
What’'s different now is that
everyone is into politics. It used
to be just a certain subset of
peopl e. They knew the rules. They
knew the gane. Now, it's raw. It’'s
personal. It’s... Did you see the
ring on the bartender’s finger? It
was a ROCD ring. He spilled ny
wat er on pur pose.

KATE
A President Reed fan?

THORNTON
Yes. Say what you woul d about that
crazy, old fox, but while there’'s a
madness to Reed’ s nethod, and yes,
| don’t have that backwards, he’'s
formed a cult that will |ong
outlive him even if he | oses re-
el ection. Regain Qur Country’s
Destiny. In that god awful green

TAI
And the green signifying...

THORNTON
The col or of noney. Correct.
In ny twenties, | would have taught
t hat bartender sonme manners. In ny
thirties or forties, I would have
had ny staff do it. Now? At 64? Do
you know what he deserves? To know
how | can earn his vote.

Tai nods and | ooks at Kate, who gul ps her w ne.

THORNTON
Let’s run these lines again, mnus
t he ass-kicking. |Is the canera ready?

The train door opens and MAYOR ZEKE, 38, his vocabul ary
bi gger than his acconplishnments, strolls over to them

MAYOR ZEKE
Vel |, ny dissident opponent
guenches his thirst.

THORNTON
Engl i sh, Zeke. English. The voters
can’t keep up with your verbs.
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MAYOR ZEKE
They can keep up with nmy rising
pol | nunbers, old man.

THORNTON
And there’s the true Mayor Zeke.

Zeke grins. Tai sighs; rises. She |ooks in both directions.

TAI
Nat ure beckons. In the next car?

Kate nods. Tai opens the door between cars and di sappears.

EXT. TRAIN CAR - N GHT

Vladimr stands in the darkness between cars on the opposite
end. He screws a silencer on his gun and opens the door just
enough to aimtoward Thornton and Zeke in the distance.

The Gri mBartender squints and notices Viadimr. Vliadimr
hi des his gun as the Bartender wal ks over and steps out.

GRI M BARTENDER
Sonet hi ng interesting out here?

VLADI M R
Wiy yes. Have a cl oser | ook.

VIadimr seizes himby the throat. Wth a | unge downward of
the Bartender's jacket sleeve, Vladimr spins the jacket off
the Bartender as he thrusts himoff the train.

I NT. TRAIN CAR - BAR CAR - NI GHT

Kate fiddles with the cancorder. Thornton notices Viadimr
adjusting his jacket as he wal ks straight at their table.

THORNTON
Oh, they swi tched bartenders? Maybe
this one is a fan of m ne.

Kate and Zeke reciprocate Thornton's smle. Madimr grins as
he reaches behind for his gun and cl oses their distance.

The car door bursts open and Security Samenters. He sees
Vliadimr as he briskly walks to their table. Viadimr renoves
his hand off his gun. Sam squints at Zeke.
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SAM
Sir, everything OK? Tai wal ked by
and said you needed ne, but you
told ne to wait in the other car?

THORNTON
Hm? What? No, We're fine.

Per pl exed, Sam | ooks around. Ml adimr holds his face angl ed
of f without turning away. He renoves the cups fromthe table.

VLADI M R
I am cl osing. Anything else?

THORNTON
Oh. No, no. | have work to do.

VI adi mr nods and wal ks back to the bar. Sam turns back to
the door as Tai reenters their car. She wal ks over and grins.

TAI
Now, it’s a party. Another round?

KATE
We can get another...

Kate | ooks toward the bar area. Madimr is gone.

SAM
Tai, why did you say he needed ne?

TAI
| said you need a drink. Chill.

Tai shrugs and lifts the cancorder. Kate stares toward the
far end of the enpty car. The door clicks closed.

EXT. TOMWN SQUARE PARK - NI GHT

TI TLE: | NDI ANA PRI MARY

Small town feel. Flags flying; a gazebo decorated with stars
and stripes banners. A sporadic crowd cheers on Thornton as
he parades around a small stage. A sunset in the backdrop.

Kate runs the cantorder. Tai’s head is buried in her phone.

TAI
VWl l, CNN has made the call

KATE
Did he at | east nmake the top three?
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Canpai gn Leo storns past. He yells on his phone.

CAVPAI GN LEO
I don’t care! Get him here by
norning! We're on to Plan B

Kate | owers the cantorder. She turns to Tai

KATE
Dead | ast by how nuch?

TAI
Know how t hey say polls have a
margin of error of 3% He got 3%

Kate turns as Canpaign Leo end his call and approaches.

CAMPAI GN LEO
We're having a news conference
tonorrow norning at the Town Hall.
So, after you grab a few interviews
with Thornton voters, pay themif
you have to, get sone shut-eye,
because the party starts tonorrow.

Leo nakes a call and storns off. Tai | ooks over at Thornton.

TAI
Do you think he knows yet?

Kate | ooks up at Thornton on the stage, still doing
handshakes and hugs. Kate takes a deep breath.

I NT. HOTEL - KATE' S ROOM - NI GHT

Small town sinple. Kate sits with wine in hand. TV is on.

Cel |l phone rings. Kate | ooks at hers. Realizes another rings.
She takes it out of the cantorder bag and answers.

KATE
"’ mnot used to a burner phone. So,
a week in, and he’'s just... a

politician. Vain, a bit shallow, a
bi gger canmera-hamthan | realized.

TED (V. Q)
Di g deeper. After today’s defeat,
he may pull out. Then you’ re out.

The call ends. Kate | ooks at the phone and puts it away.
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I NT. TOAWN HALL - DAY

Ri ckety wooden floor covered with folding chairs. Sone ol d-
timers sit and sip fromtheir Thornton-branded water bottles.

Kate stands with the tiny pool of nedia outlets as she videos
a THORNTON FOR PRESI DENT banner above the stage. Tai enters.

KATE
Hung over?

TAI
No. Mgraine. Don't judge ne.

Kate turns the canera in Tai’'s face. She slaps it away.

TAI
Stop. Don’t turn on ne.

KATE
VWere's all that zest? The zeal ?

Tai holds up a bottle of Excedrin and her water bottle.

TAI
Locked away until these go to work.

Low fidelity band nusic starts piping through the old
speakers. Everyone turns to the stage. Thornton enters. He
waves to the spattering of applause and stops at the podi um

Thornton | ooks at the audience. He takes a deep breath. Nods.

THORNTON
It’s because of you that | took to
these streets. It’s because of you
that I'’mputting it all on the
line. It’s because of you that we
will win this race!

Some rise and applaud. Most just sit and slap their |eg.

THORNTON
And because of you, | want to be
crystal clear on Day 1 what ny
adm nistration will look Iike. 1'd

like to introduce ny Vice
Presi dent, Senator Dick Val el

The rest of the audience nmakes their way to their feet and
appl auds. The nedia outlets make calls. Tai |ooks at Kate.
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TAI
Oh ny CGod. Real ly?

KATE
Hail Mary. Void of grace.

SENATOR DI CK VALE, 73, his best days behind himin style,
flair and influence, wal ks out from behind the stage curtain.

Val e wal ks into the open arnms of Thornton. They enbrace.
Thornton sits as Vale takes to the podi um

VALE
Thank you. Pl ease, have a seat.

The audi ence sits. Tai watches her phone run anok with news.

VALE
You know, |’ve been around a |ong
time. Along tine. But until
recently, |I've never felt the need

to expand ny undyi ng support for ny
state’'s constituents to a grander
audi ence; the American people al
across this great country.

TAI
(whi spers to Kate)
He’s going to make a short story
| ong. These old tiners always do.

Canpai gn Leo fingers the “quicker” circle in the air from
behi nd the curtain. Vale nods.

VALE
Which is why when | ny good friend
Bill junmp into this race after
Senat or Dodd’ s passing, | knew I
had to think |arger than nyself.
And ny state. W need | eadership!
When Bill tapped ny shoulder to
travel this journey, | said let’s
take the road; to victory!

The audi ence rises and keeps a steady appl ause. Thornton
shakes Vale’s hand. They both raise their arnms for victory.

The nedia outlets snap their final photos as Tai types away
furiously on her phone. Kate gl ances her way, but Tai turns.
Kate sees Zeke grin by the doorway. He shakes his head “no”.
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I NT. TRAIN - BAR CAR

Mostly enpty. Staffers sit working. Thornton sits with Vale
in the distance. As Kate approaches, Thornton’s angry tone
and gestures to Vale flip on a dine. He smles to Kate.

THORNTON
Kat herine! Cone; join us.

A silence hangs over the table until a stormblows in. Tai.
Kate pulls a chair over. Tai sits. Dick shakes Tai’s hand.

THORNTON
Dick, this is Tai. She and Kate are
docunenting our canpai gn. For PBS.

KATE
So, this was quite a surprise.

THORNTON
Sone things are born of necessity.
O hers have tinme to be nurtured.

Once Ben passed, action had to be
taken. Dick was ny only choice.

Thornton | ooks at Dick, who does his best to smle.

TAI
And why go public today?

Thornton frowns. Kate notices. Everyone does.

THORNTON
Ask again with the canera. N cer

Tai flinches. She slowy lifts the cancorder. Thornton grins.
TAI
Senat or Thornton, can you give us
some insight on today’s
announcenent about Senator Val e?
INT. TRAIN - BAR CAR - OPPCSI TE END - NI GHT

Canpai gn Leo stares at the TV over the bar. He peers over his
shoul der to where they all sit far down. He |ooks at the TW.

ON THE TV

Dol ph Tritzer, hosts a panel of PUNDIT C, 35, and PUNDI T D,
46. A split screen of Thornton and Vale is on the screen.
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DOLPH TRI TZER
So what should we make of this?

PUNDI T C
Wl |, what does Thornton have to
| ose? Besides this race, which is
all but done. | say go for it.
Announce your whol e cabi net and
this season’s Super Bowl w nner.

PUNDI T D
| agree with you. 1'd say this hurts
hi s chances of a future run, but
that ship has sailed. Sorry, | nean
that train has left the station
Literally. I nmean, what’'s with that?

BACK TO TRAI'N

Leo sighs. He | ooks back at them and then types on his phone.

I NT. TRAIN - HALLWAY - NI GHT
Kate wal ks up to her door. Tai steps up to hers. She waits.

KATE
Vel |, good night.

Kat e pauses before she enters and shuts the door. Tai bursts
t hrough the connecting door with two drinks in her hands.

TAI
Time to recap over a nightcap!

Tai hands her a drink and plops on the bed. Kate | ooks at the
open door and drink. She takes a breath and | eaves it open.

KATE
Well, to recap, Thornton’s smle
was phony, but his words rang true.
They are known to be close in the
Senate. But, there was some words
exchanged before | approached them

TAI
Hs attitude was pinballing all over
on nme. That's nore than stress. So,
now what’s this got to do with Dodd?
Let’s start with worst case. You
thi nk Thornton had himkill ed?

Kat e pauses in her sip. She stares at Tai.
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Get out! That’'s it? Ww. | would
have thought it was nore like a
typical D.C. marital scandal

KATE
Look. .

Tai puts her best baby-face eyes and smle to work.

TAl

No, I'"msorry. Really. Forgive ny
t hi nki ng out | oud. My generation,
right? A.D.D and ne.

KATE

Listen. I amlooking into this.
TAI

I knew it! Cool! For who? FBI? ClA?
KATE

No one. Ben was ny friend. |’msure

t he al phabet agencies are on it.

TAl

Right, right. You |l earned his

i nvestigative ways and found that
Governor’s ki dnapped daughter,
right? | pulled up that article. |
vaguely remenber it. That was your
fifteen m nutes of fane, huh?

KATE

My concern was her. Not airtine.
TAI

Sure, sure, of course. Wll, this

time you wont need the FBI or ClA

They have scores of trained agents
and M ssion | npossi bl e gadgets, but
don’t have the nost inportant part.

(beat)

Kat e downs the rest of her

KATE
Good ni ght. You.

drink and wal ks to the door.

Tai sighs and | eaves. Kate smles.

30.
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I NT. VFWHALL - N GHT

Perineter lined with a jukebox, pinball nmachines and fol ding
tables with coffee and water. A few dozen voters toil about.

TI TLE: ONE WEEK LATER. POLLS CLOSED.
Kate runs the cantorder. Thornton is on stage at the podi um

THORNTON
Ladi es and gentl eman, thank you.
Wil e ne may have fallen short
toni ght, we have risen tall and
showed that we are a force

Tai wal ks over to Kate and hol ds her phone up.

TAI
Vell, he alnmbst nmade it to 10%

THORNTON
W are not done! W' re taking

this
all the way to the convention floo

r!

The band nusic pipes fromthe intercom People clap. Kate and
Tai see Canpaign Leo arguing with Val e behind the curtain.

TAI
Whoa. Still recording?

Thornton trudges backstage past Vale and Leo. Kate nods.

EXT. TRAIN TERM NAL - DAY

A platformfull of passengers conme and go. Kate wal ks with
her | uggage. The burner phone rings. Kate answers.

KATE

The tension nounts after the polls.
TED (V. Q)

And data about himand Dodd?
KATE

Not hing to set off alarns. |’ve

poked sone of his staffers. |
haven't had al one-tinme with Vale.

TED (V. Q)
That ol d coot nmay know sonet hi ng
wi t hout knowi ng he knows. Work him
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Kate smrks at the phone before she notions to put it away.
She receives a text and lifts it back up.

ON PHONE
00000 - Trust only those you know have no agenda.
BACK TO KATE

Kate calls the nunber. It shows di sconnected. She responds.

KATE - Who is this? 00000- Irrel evant
KATE - Wsat’'s your agenda? 00000- Irrel evant
KATE - Who doesn’t have an agenda? 00000 - Just the

person in your phone’s reflection.
BACK TO KATE

Kate sees herself in her phone’s reflection. She | ooks al
around. No one has eyes on her. She walks up to the train.

Tai filnms Thornton as he steps up to a m crophone. Three
other media outlets filmit. Tai notices Kate.

TAI
Hey boss. You OK?

KATE
Fi ne.

Thornton straightens his tie and smles to the crowd.

THORNTON
Thank you for seeing us off. The
El ection Express is full steamto
t he Denocrat Convention, |ike us!

A few people clap. Thornton pulls Vale out of the train door,
who fakes a smling wave. Tai squints to Kate.

TAI
God, | hope we don’t derail

Tai boards the train. Mayor Zeke’s entourage boards the train
as Zeke stops in front of Kate.

MAYOR ZEKE
That was just sad. Wiy don’t you
cone docunent the w nning side?
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KATE
Thanks, but | have a job.
MAYOR ZEKE
Docunenting short stories? The
convention will be his finale.

Besi des, our side is nore than
politics. You and Tai nake a cute
coupl e. My husband agrees.

KATE
Excuse me? Wiy woul d you say that?

Kat e bl ushes. Zeke wi nks before he turns and boards.

EXT. AERI AL VIEW- TRAI N LEAVI NG STATI ON

Scenic view of the countryside. A long, twenty-car train
barrel s al ong, hugs curves and ducks tunnels. Rain falls.

I NT. TRAI'N - BEDROOM CAR - DAY

Kate enters and tosses her bag on the bed. She knocks on the
connecting roomdoor. Tai opens and hands her a w ne gl ass.

KATE
Just making sure | know what’s
behi nd door nunber two.

Kate sips her wine. Tai |aughs and wal ks into the room

TAI
Danger, WII| Robi nson

Kate sits and puts her feet on the bed. Tai sits on the bed.
Kate swirls her glass and stares at her wine. Tai smles.

TAI
|’ ve been poking around both public
and gossip forunms online.

Kate rises and wal ks into the bathroom She slans the door.
TAI
Ugh! | don’'t |ike the gossip, but a
true clue is glue for me and you.
The sink stops. Kate opens the door and stares at Tai’'s grin.

TAI
| knew that would open it.
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Kate | eaves the door ajar and resunes washing her hands.

TAI
So, after Dodd had an affair with
his staffer divia--

KATE
-- Stop. Don’t rehash what | know.

TAI
(beat)
Right. That was bad for you, wasn’'t
it? | can imagine. Was it because
he was your nentor?

Kate stares at herself in the bathroommrror. She shuts the
water and slowy dries her hands. She steps out of the room

KATE
Because | brought Aivia into his
life. Because | was in love with
her. Because | had to | ook in
Bet h’ s sobbi ng eyes and. ..

Kate lifts her wine and finishes it. Tai diverts her eyes.

KATE
Does the online gossip have that?

The roomintercom pl ays the dinner bell announcenent. Tai
slowy slides off the bed and noves toward her door.

TAI
I need a shower. See you at dinner.

She shuts the door behind her. Kate | owers her head and sobs.

INT. TRAIN - DI NNER CAR - NI GHT

Moderately crowded. Vale sits at the far end and signs an
aut ograph for an el der wonen. As she | eaves, Kate approaches.

VALE
Sit down, ny dear

Kate sits on in the booth. She noves to |lift the cantorder.

VALE
Let’s not do that just yet. Not
sure if you renenber, but | tried
this nyself. Tw ce.



Kate notions to speak, but has no data to di spense.

VALE
It’s a rhetorical question. It’s
i ke asking what NFL team fini shed
| ast, twi ce, eight years apart. The
answer is; it doesn't matter.

Val e savors the rest of his drink. He licks his |ips.

KATE
What nmade you say yes now?

VALE
Say yes? That’'s funny. Try saying
no to Wld Bill Thornton. Wen the
canera is off, he can be as ornery
a bastard as God let slip out of
his heavenly grasp. And when he
wants you to do sonething, he's
going to get it fromyou

Kate's |ip quivers. Vale pours another gl ass.

KATE
Did you know Senat or Dodd?

Val e pauses before he take another sip.

VALE
I did.

KATE
How wel | did Bill know hinP Did
t hey have any type of falling out?

Val es runs his finger around the glass lip of his cup.

VALE
That's a pretty pointed question to
lead with for his docunentary. It’s
D.C., Kate. Everyone has a sin in
their soul and a hatchet destined to
be buried in it. You should know.

(beat)
You want to know about Dodd and
Thornton? Well, we're not in Kansas

anynore, Dorothy. Got ne?

CAMPAI GN LEO
We need to tal k. Now.

35.

Kate stares at Val e. Canpai gn Leo approaches. Val e | aughs.
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Kate doesn’t realize Leo is talking to her. Wen she does,
she rises and follows Leo down to the other end. Leo stops.

FAR END OF TRAI N

CAMPAI GN LEO
Anyt hing you want to tell ne?

Kate doesn’t keep eye contract. Her nouth is dry.
CAMPAI GN LEO
PBS? Bullshit! Wth all the
crazi ness going on, with Dodd being
mur dered, and we get sone bookwor m
prof essor with an agenda!
Kate | ooks back to Vale as a few heads turn in between.

KATE
Leo, look. | --

CAMPAI GN LEO

When this train nmakes its next

stop, you and that crazy assistant

better be off it. When the Senator

hears about this, you' |l be |ucky

he doesn’t have your head!
Leo exits the train car next to himand slans the door. Kate
| ooks back at Val e, who has dozed off on his own shoul der.
INT. TRAIN - BAR CAR - NI GHT

The OLD BARTENDER, 62, cleans a counter void of custoners.
Kate slunps in a booth nearby. Enpty gl asses on her table.

Kate receives a text. She lifts her phone.

ON KATE S PHONE

00000 - Stay vigilant. Kate - Who is this?
00000 - Thornton is hiding sonething. Were is he? Think.
BACK TO TRAIN

Kate stares at an ol d photo of her and Dodd. And OLIVIA 21.

TAl (O S.)
You had nice hair. So did she.
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Kate flinches. She scurries the photo away and | ooks up at
Tai. Her hair is elegantly pinned up and her dress is tight.

KATE
WOw.

Tai ingests the desire in Kate’'s eyes. She smles and twirls.

TAI
Thank you. So what did I mss?

Kate's glum | ook returns.

KATE
Where have you been? | cane back to
your cabin but you didn't answer.

TAI
Sorry, ny mgraine came back and |
had to lay down for a bit.

KATE
Wl |, have a seat for the update.

Tai | ooks around and see a jukebox. She wal ks over to it.

TAI
|’ ve been laying on ny seat for
hours. Hey, guess which old novie |
wat ched over and over?

She hits a button. “Be My Baby” by the Ronettes plays. She
starts to slowy sway. Kate's brow rises. She dances Kate's
way and puts out her hand. Kate declines.

TAI
Don’t make ne call Security Sam

Kate still refuses but Tai yanks her up in her arnms. Kate
resists for a mnute but |aughs before she sways with her.

Tai puts her head on Kate' s shoul der. Kate takes a nervous
breath. Their eyes find each other. Their Iips nove close.

KATE
Sam

Tai’s eyes are closed. Her |ips ready.

TAI
Tai. ...

Kat e breaks their enbrace and | ooks around the car.
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KATE
Leo said “when he woul d speak to
Thornton”. WHEN. |If Leo already
knew our PBS story was a sham he
woul d have told Thornton before he
came to ne. O send Sam for us.

TAI
Wait, what? They know?

Kate paces in circles. Tai steps back.
KATE
| haven’'t seen Thornton or Sam all
ni ght. Val e was al one.

TAI
What are you sayi ng?

KATE
Thornton isn't on this train.

A fierce explosion tears the far end of the car off. Flanes
destroy the bar. The Bartender is torn out into the snoke.

Kate | eaps and grabs Tai out of the way of the tables and
chairs crashing all around them The car turns on it’'s side.
EXT. BRI DGE TRESTLE - N GHT

Am dst the flames, steel girders fall into the ravine bel ow.
Train cars fall along with the track into the darkness.

I NT. TRAIN - BAR CAR

The ri pped open end of the car teeters over the torn tracks
bel ow. Bl oodi ed, Kate hangs near the edge about to fall out

when Tai |unges and grabs her armw th both hands.

KATE
Get back. Let... me go.

TAI
Shut up! Just shut up!

Kat e bl acks out.
FADE TO BLACK.

FADE | N:
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I NT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Kate is in bed. She opens her eyes. G oggy, half aware.
There’'s no one else in the room She blinks, but the tine
bet ween blinks is unknown. SUSAN, 54, stands in front of her.

Susan, dressed professional, pulls a chair next to the bed.

SUSAN
Vel cone back.

Kate blinks and squints. Her haze starts to lift.

KATE
(hoar se whi sper)
Were am 1 ?

SUSAN
A hotel. In California.

KATE
You' re Senator Vale s wi fe. Susan.

SUSAN
Good. You' re coherent. Rest your
voi ce. You' ve been out for days.

Kate tries to sit up, but she flops back. Sue touches her.

SUSAN
| buried nmy husband yesterday.

Kate squints. Sue maintains her conposure. Barely.

SUSAN
Oficially; it’s being considered a
structural failure. R ght over the
goddam ravi ne. \Were, between the
current and weat her, they stil
haven’t recovered all the deceased.

Kate | ooks out the window. It’'s typical California sunny.

SUSAN
| should be grateful. Zeke’'s
husband and Leo’'s wife as well.
Their bodi es were recovered.

KATE
Tai ? My assistant? She saved ne.
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SUSAN
(beat)
She’ s anong those not found yet.

Kate | ooks back out the w ndow at nothing. She thinks al oud.

KATE
This is nmy fault. M ne.
SUSAN
It’s not. | told you what’s been

officially reported. For now.

KATE
VWhat about Senat or Thor nt on?

Sue doesn’t attenpt to finish. She takes a deep breath and
rises. Sue wal ks to the door and puts her hand on the knob.

SUSAN
The docunentary is far from over

She opens the door. Sam stands agai nst the outside franme. Sue
wal ks out as Thornton wal ks in and shuts the door.

KATE
You bast ar d!

Kate tries to spring fromthe bed, but collapses under her
own wei ght. Thornton steps to Kate, still on her knees.

THORNTON
Kat heri ne. Get back in bed. Pl ease.

Thornton tries to help Kate into bed, but is shrugged off.
Kate lifts herself into a chair. Thornton sits across.

KATE
Wiy weren’t you on that train?

Thornton gleans with interest. He nods as he pours a drink.

THORNTON
You hit your head hard, Katherine.
You see, | was on the train. It's a

good thing I was up front shaking
hands with some crew

Thornton sips his drink.
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THORNTON
Two of themtestified to that. |
did say it's all gotten too
partisan, but when needed....
The convention is in a week. |I’'m
not replacing Leo. I'"mgoing with
the staff that's left. | need you
ready. | am so sorry about Tai

Thornton | eaves. Kate rubs her tenples. She reaches for her
| uggage and unzi ps a hidden conpartnment to renove the dead
burner phone. She plugs it in to charge and turns on the TV.

ON THE TV

News anchor MONI CA PESCOW 44, a surgeon of social cuts who's
often sued for mal practice, hosts PUNDIT E and PUNDIT F, 32.

MONI CA PESCOW
If this was a political thriller,
nost of you at home woul d not pay
your budgeted noney to see
somet hi ng so unbelievable. Bill
Thornton’s VP and canpai gn manager
sadly perished in the train
acci dent along with many ot her
passengers. \Were does he go next?

PUNDI T E
The Acadeny Awards? | honestly
don’t know. He says he’s going to
t he convention, so he will get his
remai ning mnutes of fame in the
formof a speech. Good luck, Bill.

PUNDI T F
There’s al so word that he' |l have
Senator Vale's wife, Susan, at the
convention for support. W know her
to be a fierce fighter for wonen's
rights, and as a Republican, the
marriage that she and Dick, a
Denocrat, shared, was one of the
nost inspirational D.C. stories of
not taking your work hone with you.

BACK TO ROOM

Kate shuts off the TV. The burner phone dings with
voi cenai |l s. Kate grabs it and hobbles into the bathroom
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I NT. HOTEL - BATHROOM - DAY

Kate runs the shower; sits on the closed toilet. She calls.

TED (V. O
I was amazed to see you nmade it off
that train. You know we will have to

formally interview you

KATE
I"’mfine. Thanks for asking. He
wasn't on the train, Ted. The
bastard knew the bonb was on it.

TED (V. O
I"mvery glad you' re alive, Kate.
We haven't gotten a report back
yet. Prelimnaries show the bridge
was past due for repair. And Tai--

KATE
A bonb blew in the next car! She's
dead! Because | |et her stay!
TED (V. O
She sounded like a smart Ki d.
KATE
Wnan.
TED (V. O

Kate, ny deepest synpathies. But,
this won't be in vain if you stay
on it. Thornton had a helicopter
pick himup in all the chaos before
the authorities even had a chance
to speak with him But he checked
out when we interviewed him

KATE
Wth not a scratch on him

TED (V. O
Oh, sweet Jesus. Turn on the news.
I NT. HOTEL - KATE S ROOM
Kat e hobbl es back in and turns the TV on.

ON THE TV
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Dol ph Tritzer introduces a video clip in-screen.

DOLPH TRI TZER
Breaki ng news; A week after the
horrible train derail nent, we now
have our first clai mof
responsibility. A video has been
rel eased online in the |ast few
m nutes from an indivi dua
identifying hinself as “The Wl f”.
Let’s have a | ook.

I NT. UNKNOWN LOCATI ON - TI ME UNKNOWN

Viadimr wears a wolf’s mask that covers his eyes. He sits at
a desk wearing Arny fatigues with a chest patch that says G|
JOE. A bl oodied Arerican flag is his only visible backdrop.

VLADI M R
Wnen and nen; your attention span
has waned to where | believe you
are trying to fast forward right

now. So, | shall be brief. Your
denocracy is not a denocratic
process. It is an illusion. Mich

i ke Hol | ywood productions. Except
they yell “cut” and nake edits

bef ore you see the finished
product. | will do no such thing. |

will nmake the right changes with
you, the audience, in on every step
of the way. | asked Dodd to step
out of the race because of his past
transgressi ons on society, but he
di sagreed. So, | yell “cut”. Bil
Thornt on was asked to bow out for
his ineptness to lead. As we see,
he did not. There will always be
coll ateral damage. If the other
candi dates do not heed mny advi ce,
we see sequels to my bl ockbuster.

The video cuts off.
BACK TO HOTEL ROOM

Kate clicks off the TV. She lifts out the cantorder and pl ays
its recording. Kate stares at the small screen on it.

KATE
Ted, what’s going on here?
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TED (V. O
Qur animal is stepping up his
production fromhis first letter

(beat)
Kate, you can stop now. As he said,
they' Il be collateral damage.

Kate freezes on the shot of Tai waving Kate not to film her.

KATE
| have a convention to attend.

I NT. DEMOCRATI C NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON CENTER - NI GHT

A large, indoor stadium Raucous, boisterous crowds wave
signs for multiple candi dates. TVs everywhere.

TI TLE: DEMOCRATI C NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON

| NT. DEMOCRAT NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - NMEDI A ROOM
Moni ca Pescow hosts PUNDIT G 34 and PUNDIT H, 41, at a desk

MONI CA PESCOW
Vell, we nade it. Only ten short
days after a terrorist train attack
on Senators’ Thornton and Vale, the
Denocratic National Convention wll
happen here today. And possibly
because of the attack, and the bunp
it gave Thornton, for the first
time in years we wll have a
contested convention. Thoughts?

PUNDI T G
This is something out of a Tom
Cl ancy novel. The Wbl f! | didn't
thing politics could get any
stranger, after four years of
Presi dent Reed, but |I’ve been
proven wong again. Yes, we’ve seen
Thornton get a slight bunp in
surviving his assassination, but
what he going to do for an encore?
He's still an alter boy short of a
Hail Mary nonent to win it here.

PUNDI T H
Amen. But, he’ll get his goodbye
speech, so who knows? Let’s hope
The Wl f won’t have the | ast word.
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MONI CA PESCOW
Who knows, indeed. Stay tuned...
I NT. DEMOCRAT NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - ON THE FLOOR

Roped off by States, scores of rowdy people chant and scream
for their candidate. Kate wal ks around with her cantorder.

She nears Thornton’s fans, a small but passionate crowd. She
rai ses her canctorder toward ROADY RON, 45, drunk and | oud.

KATE
We're here at the convention with
fans of Senator Bill Thornton. Sir,

can you share why he’s your man?

ROADY RON
WHOO W LD BILL IS AVNESOMVE!

KATE
What policy of his do you support?

ROADY RON
WHO CARES ABCQUT POLI CI ES! HE
SURVI VED A TERRORI ST ATTACK LI KE
HARRI SON FORD I N Al R FORCE 1! WHOO

Kate | owers the cantorder and grins a nod before she | eaves.

ZCE WATERS, 28, southern charm powered by a northern
cynicism waits with her arns fol ded. Kate stops.

ZOE
If you put that in the docunentary,
it’ll look nore |like a Reed reel
KATE
Right. OK So are you still doing
your old job now that Bill elevated

you to his canpai gn nmanager ?

Z0E
“Acting” canpai gn nmanager. It gives
Leo’s nenory the tinme and respect he
deserved. Besides, after today, |’'1I
be back in Georgia doing polls for
Sweet Tea versus Unsweet. Yay ne.

Kate nods. The arena lights start to flicker and nusic plays.
Kate rai ses the canctorder towards the nmain stage.



46.

| NT. DEMOCRAT NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - MAIN STAGE - NI GHT
Thornton hol ds the podiumamd mld appl ause. The nusic ends.

THORNTON
Ladi es and gentlenen, in elections'
past, we debate, not coronate our
representatives. It's tine to
return the | evels of power
exploited by ny party...and let’s
face it, the other party, back to
you. W, your elected officials,
have forgotten our civility. W' ve
forgotten how to have a di scussi on.
And in the last thirty years, we've
reduced our attention span down to
sound bites for The Big Three.

A smattering of applause allows Thornton to sip his water.

THORNTON
I"mup here to sinply be nyself. To
stop playing the game. | know you
can take it. | even think you want

it. Need it. Everyone just wants to
trust the person beside them

He waits for a reaction to stop him but it doesn' t cone.

THORNTON
Wiere is it witten that a Denbcrat
is a fool with noney and weak
agai nst the eneny? Were's it
witten that every Republican
doesn't care about the union
wor ker, wonmen or mnorities? Wo
t he heck wote that book?

The cheers grow, as does his inspiration.

THORNTON
Wll, I"'mhere torewite it, to
return it, to what our founders
intended. No, wait. I'msorry. \Wen

you do this as long as | have, you
just automatically spew out things
that just do not ring true anynore.
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THORNTON( cont ' d)

Wien we start every interview wth
focus group-tested speech |ingo

i ke "The American peopl e deserve"
or "Qur founders", we've already

| ost sight that what a bunch of
white nmen did a few hundred years
ago, is not witten in cenment for
today's world. W nmust adapt, and
i nclude others into the party and
ri se above pettiness. As Mhanmred
Ali said, let's shock the world!

| NT. DEMOCRAT NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - MEDI A ROOM
Moni ca peers up fromher notes and | ooks at Pundits’ G and H

MONI CA PESCOW
Is the appl ause getting | ouder?

PUNDIT G
I thought he was already cut for a
comer ci al ? Those new Sket chers
sneakers are hot. Did you see then?

PUNDI T H
Did he just say sonething about Reed
and Speaker Dunne? Is that |aughing?

| NT. DEMOCRAT NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - MAIN STAGE - NI GHT
Thornton lets the | aughter subside as he nurses his water.

THORNTON
I nean it. Look closer next tinmne.
I’ mnot wong about their haircuts.
But in all seriousness, this is our
vision. Wth the heaviest of heart,
we must continue on this journey
for ny friend and runni ng nmate,
Dick Vale. And with that in mnd,
woul d like to introduce to you, ny
new partner in this journey. The
only person | could even consi der
A person with the courage and the
strength to not only inspire a
nation, but to inspire nyself to
nove forward, know ng your |ives
are what matter well beyond ny own.
Ladi es and gentlenen, | give you
Congr esswonman Susan Val e!
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| NT. DEMOCRAT NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - MEDI A ROOM
Moni ca puts her hand to her earpiece. The two Pundits gasp.

MONI CA PESCOW
Did he just introduce the deceased
Senator Vale' s wife, Congresswoman
Susan Val e, a Republican, as his
new VP running mate? Ch ny!

PUNDIT G
Amazing! This is incredible!

PUNDI T H
This is either the biggest
m scal cul ation in the history of
political races...

The crowd roars. It deafens the Media room occupants. Pundit
H fixes his earpiece as he peeks over the wall to the crowd.

PUNDI T H
or the nost brilliant nove yet.

| NT. DEMOCRAT NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - ON THE FLOOR
Kate rotates the canctorder around to capture the cheers. She
| ooks to Zoe, who shrugs her shoul ders.

VWH TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFI CE - N GAT

Reed puffs on a cigar. The TV nonitor on the wall shows the
announcenent of Susan Vale. Reed jolts up in his seat.

PRESI DENT REED
You' ve got to be shitting ne!

Bob rushes into the room He scurries over to the screen.

COS BOB
Sir! W had no advanced know - -

Reed grabs and throws a gl ass ashtray at Bob, who ducks as it
shatters the TV screen. Reed junps up.

PRESI DENT REED
Way the fuck do | keep you around
here! You're usel ess! Usel ess!

Reed gl ares at Bob as he stornms out of the room
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PRESI DENT REED
Get ny fucking VP in here. Now

Bob sighs. He calls on his phone as he wal ks over and opens
closet. There’s nultiple identical TV screens.

CCS BOB
Tamy? Yes, send the techs. And
have A iver cone here. Quick

I NT. DEMOCRAT NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - STAG NG ROOM - NI GHT

Dressing roomlined with mrrors and high director’s chairs.
Kate sits waiting as Thornton edges into the roomw th Zoe.

Zoe pushes the door shut and seals off the view of Sam
hol di ng back nedia on the other side. She |eans on the door.

ZOE
Oh ny sweet Lord! Havoc!

Thornton snmiles as he saunters to the bar. He pours a drink.

THORNTON
Reporters; keep them off bal ance
and they’' Il roar for nore.

Kate's squints and points to the canera.

KATE
I’msorry, is that on-the-record or
off? I don’t know what anynore.

Thornton | ooks to Zoe and snil es.

THORNTON
See, that’s why | |ike her. She's
not kissing ny ass to keep a job,
i ke some bl oodsuckers in ny life.

ZCE
| see. Wll, then you'll love this;
pul | another surprise like this VP
announcenent on ne, and |I'l1l have

some quite unladylike Southern
words for her canera as | quit.

Thornton | aughs as he touches up his hair in the mrror.
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THORNTON
Such zeal! Such fire! And that's
what this canpaign, hell, ny whole
career, has been mssing. No nore.

Zoe' s phone vibrates with texts. She exits the roomwhile she
answers a call. Kate rises and approaches Thornton.

KATE
What kind of crazy--

THORNTON
-- Turn it on.

Thornton’s smle vani shes as he steps into Kate's face.

THORNTON
No unneeded takes. Turn it on.

A nmonment of nothing |eads to Kate's blink. She turns it on.
THORNTON
(smles)
...and that’s why the craziest idea
woul d have been to not pick Susan
Vale for the Vice Presidency. She's
qualified, a |leader and just the
inspiration the country and | need.
Thornt on wal ks away and stops with his hand on the door.
THORNTON
Buckl e up, you may revive your few
m nutes of fanme before it’'s over.

He exits. Kate |lowers the canera and stares in the mrror.

I NT. CABLE NEWS STUDI O - DAY

Rol ling canmera swings in the backdrop of a well it room
Dol ph Tritzer sits at his anchor desk.

TI TLE: TWO WEEKS LATER

ON THE TV SCREEN ABOVE DOLPH

- Thornton and Susan hold hands up in victory at conventi on.
- Thornton does TV interviews. Susan does her own.

- Susan at a Wrman’s Rights | uncheon.
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- Thornton wears an Elk hat at the Rotary C ub neeting.
BACK TO ANCHOR DESK

DOLPH TRI TZER
I’ m Dol ph Trizer reporting live.
After an incredible two weeks since
t he Denocratic National convention
nom nated Senator Bill Thornton
after nmultiple rounds of voting, we
have anot her shocki ng announcenent
about to take place. Let’s go live
to the Wite House nmedia room

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - MEDI A ROOM - DAY

A smal |, packed auditoriumof reporters sit and stand. Reed
wal ks up to the podium and adjusts the m crophone. VP Pol k
follows and stands sol enm behind Reed.

PRESI DENT REED
I want to thank you all for joining
us here today. Wth our convention
com ng up very shortly, | wanted to
make an announcenent that wl|l
benefit you, the American people.

Reed turns to Pol k. Pol k noves forward toward the m crophone.

PRESI DENT REED
Aiver, the floor is yours.

An expressionless Polk forces a grin as he adjusts the m ke.

VP POLK
Thank you, M. President. | also
want to thank you again for the
wonder ful opportunity you presented
when we won the highest offices in
this great country. I'Il never
forget the policies we inplenented
to hel p everyday Anmericans.

(beat)
And in doing what’s best for them
and ultimately ny health, I want to

share nmy status. Over the |ast few
weeks |’'ve had a series of tests
reveal heart issues that | need to
address wi thout further del ay.



52.

VP POLK(cont' d)

Along with ny beautiful wfe,
Theresa, we have decided it would
not be fair to President Reed or
the people of this great country if
| continued in this race.

Reed steps up and puts his arm around Pol k’ s shoul der and
pats it a few tines. Reed squeezes back control of the mke.

PRESI DENT REED
And we know you’re going to beat
this thing and be the stronger for
it, Aiver. Beat it to nothing.

Reed nudges Pol k, who grimaces and finds his original spot.

PRESI DENT REED
And because Aiver has a fantastic
eye for talent, | agreed with his
recommendation for the nost
qual i fied person to nove forward
with me on our journey for re-
el ection. Ladies and gentl enen,
Governor Sandy Balin!

From behi nd the stage curtain, SANDY BALIN, 44, all her
political clout fits inside her size 1 Barbie doll outfit,
saunters out and waves as she hugs a waiting Reed.

The nedia roomis a buzz with whispers. Sandy takes the m ke.

SANDY

Thank you! President Reed, Vice
Presi dent Pol k and thank you to the
great people of North Dakota who
gave ne the opportunity! diver has
bi g shoes for ne to fill, but these
punps on ny heels stonped out crine
back home and won’t fail ne now

Reporters wi nce. Reed hastily steps back in front.
PRESI DENT REED
W'l see you all at the convention!
I NT. CABLE NEWS STUDI O - DAY

Dol ph Tritzer now sits flanked by PUNDIT J, 45, and PUNDI T K,
43. They all stare speechless at each other for a nonent.
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DOLPH TRI TZER
There you have it. In one of the
nost highly unusual political noves
we can renenber, the sitting Vice
Presi dent has stepped down from
running for re-election. Thoughts?

PUNDI T J
Honestly, at this point, | would
have been nore shocked if sonething
this unprecedented didn’t happen.

PUNDI T K
The unprecedented President. Movie
scripts are witing thensel ves now.

DOLPH TRI TZER
There’s been chatter that The Vice
Presi dent was told by President
Reed to step down because the polls
show Senat or Thornton and Val e
| eading by 4 points in nationw de
pol I's and Reed now wanted a wonman
on the ticket. Your reaction?

PUNDI T J
Horrified? Token femal e anyone? But
after Reed ran for office just to
get his reality show renewed, |
st opped bei ng shocked by politics.

PUNDI T K
Yi kes! To think better ratings
woul d have spared us the |ast four
years. We're entering sweeps week.
Reed knows “nust-see” publicity.
Maybe The Wl f has a view.

EXT. | NDOOR STADI UM - REPUBLI CAN NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - NI GHT
Kate exits a cab and | ooks up at the indoor football arena.
TI TLE: TEN DAYS LATER
Kat e answers her phone as she wal ks to the entrance.
KATE
Your timng is inpeccable. Are you

wat ching ne as | watch our man?

TED (V. Q)
O course. Turn left.
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Kate | ooks |left towards the portable toilet. She wal ks right.

KATE

No, but you had a 50/50 chance.
TED (V. Q)

Listen, | know you need to capture

footage toni ght, but keep your eyes
open. There's been social nedia
chatter about sonething goi ng down.
Maybe The Wol f. Maybe not.

Kate | ooks up at the nassive picture of Reed on the marquee.
Pi cketers are roped off by police up ahead.

KATE
Il may wind up in that toilet yet.

I NT. REPUBLI CAN NATI ONAL CONVENTION - ON THE FLOOR - N GHT

Massi ve, cheering crowds wave Reed signs. The spotlights zoom
across the stands and floor area. Kate pans it with her
cancorder and sees Reed take to the stage above to cheers.

Kate notices thirty feet straight ahead what appears to be
Tai, who stares at Kate. A sad grin is across Tai's face.

Kate blinks. She noves the canera in Tai’'s direction just as
a slew of fans block her vieww th their signs.

Kate nmoves around the crowd but doesn’'t see Tai. She sees a
simlar Asian wonman watchi ng Reed on the Junbotron. Kate
notices Vladimr in a darkened stairwell twenty feet away.

Viadimr raises his wolf mask over his eyes and turns and
smles at Kate. Kate raises the cancorder on himjust as he
lifts a rocket | auncher out of his long coat and fires at the
Junbotron. It blows up the screen showi ng Reed.

Sparks and debris rain down. Lights go out. Chaos ensues.
Fans screamand run for their lives. People are tranpled.
EXT. REPUBLI CAN NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - FRONT ENTRANCE - N GHT

People run in all directions. Kate barely exits unscathed and
staggers toward the curb. She’'s yanked into a w ndow ess van.
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I NT. VAN - N GHT

The interior houses state-of-the-art electronics. FBI QUY, 34
and FBI GAL, 32, sit and work the conputers and gear. Kate's
pulled in by Ted as the door slanms shut. Kate shutters back.

KATE
Ted! What in God s na--

TED
--What did you see in there? You
had the canera on Reed on stage and
then you jerked it to the floor.
Way? Who did you see?

KATE
You hacked ny canera feed?
TED
Kate, | don’t have tinme to explain

to your inner child how the rea
worl d works. Was it The Wl f?

Kate's mout h hangs open. Her eyes answer instead as she nods.
Ted curls his lip. He bangs on the netal siding.

TED
Fuck. Fuck!
(to FBI Gal)
Get word on the floor. He's in.

Kate’'s hand trenbl es. She rew nds the canctorder and stares at
the small screen. Ted turns back and peers at the screen.

TED
What is it? Wiat el se did you see?
(beat)
Who el se did you see, Kate?

Kate ends the tape. She stares at Ted.

KATE
Just toilets.

Ted' s silent reaction is to fling the door open.

TED
Keep your eyes open, Kate. You're
now seei ng the deeper you get into
the game, the nore you realize you
didn’t know shit about the rules.
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EXT. REPUBLI CAN NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - FRONT ENTRANCE - N GHT

Kate steps out of the van as the door slans closed. The van
drives off as people still run scream ng all around Kate.

Kate rai ses the cancorder and filns the fiasco.

I NT. OFFI CE - DAY

Thornton sits at his desk witing a letter. The wall TV is on
and shows a split-screen of cable news networks.

Kat e knocks and enters,

She sits in front of Thornton' s desk.

THORNTON

Quite a night you had. Are you OK?
KATE

At this point, |I couldn’t define

what constitutes as “CK.”

Thornton rises and steps to his bar. He pours a drink.

THORNTON
I was a kid during the 1968
Denocratic Convention. Wat a ness.
Then, despite inpeaching N xon and
9/11, we still believe we’ve evol ved
above turbul ent periods such as
this. Apparently, we haven't.

KATE
And yet, despite sexual scandals
and the partisan division, four

years ago we

had the nost votes for

a Presidential election. Ever.

THORNTON
Which tells us what? That sex still
sell's and rage equal s engage.

KATE
God help us all.

THORNTON
God hel ps those who help

t hensel ves.
hel p ot hers.

That person can then

That’ s why |’ m goi ng

to wn this whole dam thing, Kate.

Thornton swills his drink down as he stares at the TV.
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Multiple polls since the convention
attack added three nore points to
our side. Reed gai ned no synpathy
for the attack. They caught him on

a hot m ke

saying not to cancel the

rest of the convention. Wy? Not
for the safety of his constituents.
No, it’s because of ratings and the
advertisers would need a refund.
That man is a buffoon.

Vel |, your
certainly i

KATE
convention speech was
nspirational. I'Il give

you that. You re the next RFK

THORNTON
Wth a better hotel exit route.

They al nost share a smile, if it wasn’t so w ong.

THORNTON

So, we pushed the flight to Chio

for the chi
day. | now
wi t h Dunne.
m | age out

| dren’ s hospital back a
have a neeting tonorrow
That wonan gets nore
of the Speaker position

t han anyone |1’ ve seen. And |’ ve

seen sone | adder-cli nbers.
KATE
Wl |, she’s out of rungs or you

woul d have

Joan? Pres

had nore conpetition

THORNTON
dent? No. She hates the

canera as nuch as Reed |loves it.

True. |’ ve
weekl i es wi

KATE
seen her mandatory
th the press. Painful.

THORNTON

VWhich is why she’ |l |ove when you

stick your

cantorder in her face

for the docunmentary.

Thornton smles. Kate sighs. The TV behind themis on.

ON THE TV

The TV shows anchor,

Bruckner Dar son.

57.
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BRUCKNER
And of course, Thornton and the
rest of the progressive Left have
made sure not to waste a perfectly
good terrorist attack by fund
raising off of it. Don't ask how,
because you wouldn’t believe it.
But, if they think people are nore
worried about President Reed’ s open
m ke versus our open borders and
the terrorists pouring thought it,
well, they' Il be seeing those sane
people in the polling booth, and
the streets of the Capital. The
WIlf will look |ike a pansy conp--

BACK TO OFFI CE

The door opens and Thornton wal ks in with Joan Dunne.

TI TLE: TVENTY FOUR HOURS LATER

Thornton wal ks to his bar and pours two drinks. Joan sits.

THORNTON
It’s good to see you. | don’t think
we’' ve really had a one-on-one since
your first time around in this gig.

JCOAN
Yes, well, we easily had all three
chanbers back then, | didn’t have
to work as hard to keep it as |I’'m
doing now. My tine is scant.

Thornton tries to hand her a drink but she waves hi m of f.

JCOAN
Wth Reed, | need ny wit sober.

Thornton sits. He finishes his drink and starts on hers.

THORNTON
Good tinmes. Wiy are you here, Joan?

Joan | ooks around the room She lifts the renote off the
table and raises the TV sound high fromits nmute position.

JOAN
As you know, Reed is down four to
five points in this norning s poll
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THORNTON
Which is great.

JCOAN
Wi ch i s dangerous.
EXT. OFFICE - HALLWAY - DAY

Security Sam stands vigilant up against the door. BODYGUARD
BOB, 45, stands stoic next to him Kate wal ks up to them

KATE
Morning, Sam |'mhere to film
Speaker Dunne and Bill’s neeting.

BODYGUARD BOB
House Speaker Dunne doesn’t do
photo opps. Mywve it al ong.

Kate | ooks from Bob to Sam Sam sighs.

SAM
Bob is her security detail.

Kate is about to speak when the yelling comng fromwthin
Thornton's office precedes the door flying open. Joan storns
out past the three. Her lip is curled.

JOAN
Don't try nme, Bill! One party!

Joan notions to Bob to | eave. She | ocks eyes with Kate.

KATE
Uh, Can | get a picture of you and
t he Senator? For the docunentary?

Thornton energes fromhis office. He snmles. Joan doesn’t.

JCOAN
Phot oshop it. No one will care.

Joan stonps off with Bob in tow. Once gone, Thornton | aughs.

THORNTON
The rich may get richer and the
nmean get neaner. But crazy stays
steady. Let’s get the show on the
road. We got a flight in two hours
to the children’ s hospital.



60.

Thornton enters his office and shuts the door. Loud nusic
starts playing from Thornton’s office. Samgrins to Kate.

SAM
Wl cone to the jungle.

EXT. PRI VATE JET - AIR - DAY

A m dsi ze plane cruises through the clear sky.

I NT. PRI VATE JET - DAY

O f-color white panels surround beige | eather seats that face
i nward. Thornton, Kate and Zoe sit exhausted.

THORNTON
That, was sone over-nighter. Now
remenber why | never married

ZCE
Wl l, there’s dialogue we'll |eave
of f your highlight reel.

THORNTON
Now, now. | feel incredibly bad for
t hose poor kids. So nuch so that |
know | coul dn’t handl e the pain of
wat ching ny own slip away.

KATE
More of your “Keeping it real tour?”

THORNTON
My parents adopted ny brother Lee
when he was ten. He was in a foster
honme and ran away tw ce before we
took himin. So yes, | do care.

Zoe and Kate share a gl ance before they | ook el sewhere.

THORNTON
Which is why, God rest her soul, |
allowed Tai to stay with us.

Kate's face doesn’t hide her surprise. Thornton grins.

THORNTON
O course | knew. Do you think 1'd
al l ow anyone to join ny canpaign?
Did you think you were the only one
who knows how to investigate?
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Kate notions to speak words that have yet to be thought.

ZCE
Ch CGod!

Thornton and Kate follow Zoe's eyes to the nounted TV.
ON THE TV
CNN newsroom Dol ph Tritzer sits at his anchor desk

DOLPH TRI TZER
To repeat the breaki ng news,
Speaker of the House Joan Dunne,
has been rushed to Mercy hospital
after a terrorist attack has taken
the life of her bodyguard and
driver. Let’s go to Bake M Spout,
live on the scene.

EXT. PARKI NG GARAGE - DAY

A concrete labyrinth is surrounded by anmbul ances and police
cars Lights flash everywhere. BAKE MCSPQUT, 44, visions of

being a war-tinme correspondent who couldn’t even handl e the
battle for child custody, lifts the m crophone to his nouth.

BAKE MCSPCOUT
Thank you, Dol ph. W’'re at the
sight of a horrific scene that took
pl ace earlier today. House Speaker
Dunne was | eaving a Wnen’s Rights
| uncheon where upon her |inousine's
exit fromthe |Iower level of this
garage, a man with an AR-15,
apparently stepped in front the
vehi cl e and opened fire. W can now
confirmboth the driver and Dunne’s
bodyguard are dead.

DOLPH TRI TZER (V. Q)
This is horrible, horrible news.
Can you tell us the House Speaker’s
current condition?

BAKE MCSPCOUT
Dol ph, all we are being told is
t hat she was found practically on
the floor of the back of the linp
wi th her bodyguard over her.
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BAKE MCSPOUT( cont ' d)

The assunption here, as they are
sworn to do, is that her bodyguard
Robert Brinkley, gave his life by
shiel ding her fromthe gunfire.
We're being told she has suffered a
concussi on and | acerations fromthe
gl ass, but she is stable.

BACK TO PLANE

Thornton clicks the MJUTE button. He sits, deep in thought.
Kate studies Thornton's face as Zoe hastily makes a call.

KATE
Sir? Are you CK?

THORNTON
Hm? What ? Yes, thank you

KATE
It | ooks Iike she’s going to be OK

THORNTON
What ? Ch, yes. That is good. CGood
to hear. So, you didn't get any
f oot age of us yesterday, correct?

KATE
When she storned out? No.

Thornton sits in thought until the silence becones uneasy.

THORNTON
Let’s nmake sure we | eave any of the
nmeeting off the docunentary.

Kat e hol ds her reaction. Thornton rises and makes a dri nk.

THORNTON
Zoe, Prepare our statenent. |'m
runni ng for the highest post in the
land, but with a I ock on the House,
that tough, old bird will remain
nunber three whether I win or |ose.

EXT. PRI VATE Al RPORT RUNWAY - NI GHT

Thornton and Zoe wal k off the rolling steps on the tarmac to
a |linousine. Kate enters her own car and nmakes a call
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I NT. MOVING CAR - NI GHT
Kate drives with Ted on speaker.

TED
Si x weeks until Election Day. TalKk.

KATE
Tal k or just nove ny lips? Is ny
car bugged for video or just audio?

TED
Let’ s renenber you cane to ne,
| ady. So hol ster your attitude or
you can ride that horse back to the
cl assroomri ght now.

Kate mulls over the ultimtum She bangs the steering wheel.

KATE
Thornton was nore rel axed after the
train incident. But the Dunne news
rattled him | can't tell if it's
because she al nbst died, or lived.

TED
Interesting. Stay on it. Wre
expecting other news to drop soon.

Kate's phone dings nultiple tinmes. She glances at it.
ON KATE' S PHONE
Li ve video of Monica Pescow at her anchor desk.

MONI CA PESCOW
Let’s go to the video just rel eased
online by The Wl f. Let ne warn our
viewers that this contains graphic
content unsuitable for all audiences.

I NT. UNKNOWN LOCATI ON

Viadimr wears his wolf's mask and sits at his desk, still in
Arny fatigues. The bl oodi ed Anerican flag renmai ns a backdrop.

VLADI M R
| have decided you are all cul pable
in crines against humanity.
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VLADI M R(cont ' d)

Whet her by the direct actions of
power - hungry politicians or your
vote cast in their favor, you are
guilty. Since you have corrupted
the term*“justice”, | am now your
expedited jury and executioner. And
because both political parties are
init for their own needs, |, the
Wl f, amthe one true | ndependent.
Here to keep them honest. It is in
that vein that | show you what
happens when true wol ves |ike Joan
Dunne get in bed with comuni st
nati ons and autocratic dictators.

The Wl f plays a video.
ON THE VI DEO

I NT. UNDERGROUND PARKI NG GARAGE - DAY

The concrete structure houses Joan Dunne's linousine as it's
being riddled with bullets. After it’'s over, the POV noves
closer to the |inousine.

Through one of the shattered tinted wi ndows, the reflection
shows The WIf as he holds an AR-15. There's a camera nount ed
on his chest vest. The video ends.

BACK TO VLADI M R

VLADI M R
It appears Joan Dunne survived by
cowardly hiding behind her
bodyguard, showi ng once again that
everyone is but a prop in her gane.
Stay vigilant. | only play offense.

BACK TO THE CAR
Kat e pl aces her phone on the car hol der.

KATE
Ted, howis this guy, this... |lone
wol f, not been caught yet? There’s
a canmera everywhere.

TED
The fuck has a knack to disable the
ri ght ones just before he attacks.
It isn't easy, Kate. Never has been.

The call disconnects. Kate clicks it off but a text appears.
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ON THE PHONE
00000 - Careful at the debate. Kate - Wiat do you know?
00000 - I know that I don’t know enough. O 1'd be el sewhere.
BACK TO CAR

Kate clicks her phone off.

EXT. COLLEGE UNI VERSI TY - ARENA - N GHAT

Aerial view descends on a |arge done on a coll ege canpus.
Li ghts shine upward. SWAT vehicles and | aw of fi cers surround
the arena. Protesters picket and scream behi nd gates.

TITLE: THE FI RST PRESI DENTI AL DEBATE

I NT. ARENA - STAGE - N GHT

Standi ng roomonly. Media, politicians and | aw enfor cenment
fill the seats. Reed and Thornton wal k out and shake hands.
Kate stands off to the right of the stage fil m ng.

TOM CAR, 54, npderates the debate. He nods to the candi dates.

TOM CAR
I want to thank both candi dates for
joining us here tonight. Qur
country has seen tines that require
vigilance. Tonight is no different.
W will continue to persevere and
nove forward. Let’s begin.

A |l oud POP-PCP sound is heard. Reed grips his podium and
ducks downward. Tom flinches to his left. A few screans break
the audience fromits silence. Thornton never noves.

TOM CAR
Ladi es and gentl enen! Pl ease remain
in your seats. |I'’mbeing told the

sound is two | arge bul bs
over heating and shattering.

Thornton | ooks at Reed and shakes his head in | aughter.
THORNTON

| guess if sonething isn't
explicitly on cue cards for you...
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Kate filnms the difference in reaction of both candi dates.
Reed seethes as he | eans upright and straightens his suit.

PRESI DENT REED
I"d like to know many dri nks does
it take for you not to hear that.

TOM CAR
(beat)

Let’ s begin.
I NT. ARENA - MAI N STAGE/ BACKSTAGE
Behind the curtain, two nounted TVs side by side play.
TI TLE: TWO HOURS LATER
Moni ca Pescow sits at her anchor desk on one TV.
Bruckner Darson sits at his desk on the other TV.
ON THE TV (split screen)

MONI CA PESCOW BRUCKNER

Vow What a debate! | can't-- -- believe what we saw
toni ght! An absolute --

MONI CA PESCOW BRUCKNER
-- shal acki ng and -- the likes of what we’ve
deconstructi on of another not seen in many a debate!
politician -- The robust points--
MONI CA PESCOW BRUCKNER
-- made by the w nner tonight -- the true victor of the our
shows - - next election will be --
MONI CA PESCOW BRUCKNER
-- Senator Bill Thornton. -- President Ronal d Reed.

I NT. NEWS STUDI O - STAGE 1 - N GHT

Bruckner sits smling at his desk. The CAMERAMAN, 45, rolls
back the wheel ed canera stand as its red |ight goes off.

CAVERANMAN
And we’'re in comerci al

Bruckner stops smiling. He | oosens his tie and exhal es.
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BRUCKNER
What a fucking joke. Battle of the
messes. Average versus savage. At
| east they re good for ratings.
I NT. FOX NEWs STUDI O - HALLWAY

Bruckner wal ks to the darkened area and lights a cigarette.

I NT. FOX NEWS STUDI O - STAGE 1

The Canmeraman adjusts the | ens and | ooks at his watch.

CAMERANAN
Conmerci al s al nost over, Bruck.
The Caneraman | ooks toward the hall. Bruckner is gone.
CAMERANAN
Bruck?

I NT. ARENA - DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Kate opens the door and enters to see Thornton and Sue
| aughi ng. Zoe is on the phone. She gives Kate a thunbs up.

THORNTON
Come join us for a drink.

Kate wal ks over and accepts the drink. Sue sniles.

SUSAN
Looks like this is going to be
easi er than we thought. Reed was
rattl ed fromthe begi nning when
t hose two spotlights blew out.

KATE

They did just happen to blow. True?
SUSAN

(beat)

O course. | can't wait to debate

t hat bl eached bl onde. One and done.
THORNTON

Three nore weeks, two nore debates

with Reed and I'Il |l ook forward to

his peaceful transfer of power.
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Kate stares as they |laugh. She notices the nounted TV shows
The Bruckner Darson banner. Bruckner now has a guest host.

Kate gets a text.

ON KATE S PHONE

00000 - Don't get distracted by the noise. KATE - Expl ain?
00000 - They' re wolves. In sheep’s clothing. KATE - Nanes?
BACK TO ROOM

Kate stares at her phone but there’s no nore texts.

EXT. NEWS STUDI O - N GHT

Moni ca Pescow wal ks out of the studio building into a cab.
The Wl f follows the cab in his car.

I NT. BAR - N GHT

Kate swills wine at the counter. She stares at the wall TV
and | ooks at her notebook of thoughts and inmages.

The Purple Hair Gal wal ks by toward the bathroom Kate
notices. Ted walks in and sits next to Kate.

TED
W need to stop neeting |like this.

KATE
I know that’s not a bad pickup line
or novie reference, is it?

TED
No. | don’t have the luxury to not
wonder who’'s trying to kill someone

at sone point, sonmewhere.

KATE
So | have a few thoughts--

TED
You' re off the job, Kate.

Kate's at a loss. She tries to point at her notes and speak.
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TED
You' re out of time. So are we.
You' ve failed to prove a link
bet ween Thornton, Dodd, the Wl f,
and hell... anything really. Tel
WIld Bill PBS needs you el sewhere.

Ted rises and puts his hand out. Kate is slow to reach in her
j acket, but she returns the burner phone and credenti al s.

KATE
" m not done.

Ted turns and heads out.

TED
You never started, bud. |I'lIl need
t he cantorder back

KATE
| disabl ed your audi o/video chip
after the convention. The |east you
can let nme do is keep it for--

TED
There’s a GPS tracker in it. High
tech FBI shit your guy at Best Buy
couldn’'t find. | needed to know
when you were sonmewhere you
shouldn’t be. Bring it tonorrow.

Kate watches Ted exit. She bangs the counter. The Purple
Hair Gal notices as she passes. Kate turns her way.

KATE
Ch, wait. Mss? W have a commmon
friend. Tai. She was here with you
and anot her woman about si x weeks
ago. | just wanted to say that--

PURPLE HAI R GAL
I don’t know anyone named Tai

Kate cl oses her nmouth. She renpbves her phone and shows the
picture of Tai transferred fromthe cantorder.

PURPLE HAI R GAL
No. | don't know -- Ch wait, yes. |
remenber now. That’s right! She had
great shoes and a mat chi ng handbag.
She was standing here with you
wavi ng at us? We | aughed at her and
waved back. How drunk was she?
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Kate tries to smle with her, but it doesn’t show

PURPLE HAI R GAL
Uh, anyway. Have a good one.

She flashes a fake grin and scurries off fromsight. Kate
lifts her phone and Googles Tai’'s nane. No info found. Kate
reaches behind the counter for her cantorder bag and exits.

I NT. HOTEL SUI TE - LI VI NG ROOM AREA - N GHT

El egant | ayout conplete with couches, table and Thornton
sitting at a desk. Zoe hands hi m papers to sign.

The door opens as Samlet’s Kate in. Kate staggers and drops
in a seat in front of Thornton's desk. Zoe stops.

ZCE
[l be in my room

She heads out the door. Thornton puts his pen down.

THORNTON
Zoe, be a dear and send Dot in.

Zoe nods as she exits. Thornton lifts his drink up.

THORNTON
I"d offer, but 1'd say there’s no
roomleft in your bl oodstream

KATE
PBS needs ne to--

THORNTON
Let’s cut the shit, ny dear. Ask
what you’ ve been here to ask.

They stare each other down. In Kate's haze, she's unclear if
she blinks first. It doesn’t matter anynore.

KATE
What did you have on Dodd?

Thornton studies Kate’'s face. Wen the door opens, he smles.
Enter DOT REVERE, 19, a beauty, graceful as a gazelle.

DOT
You wanted to see ne, sir?
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THORNTON
I wanted to thank you for all the
grass roots footwork you’ ve done
back home. You deserved to be here.

DOT
thrilled! It’s ny first
.C.! Well, anywhere on a
ut si de of Kansas.

am so
i in
o]

THORNTON
Vel |, we appreciate your help.
Pl ease say hello to Katheri ne.

Dot puts her hand out. Kate forces a smle and a shake. Dot
excuses herself and exits the room Thornton sips his drink.

THORNTON
She’s a lovely girl. Hopefully when
she sees what type of swine lurk
around this city, no less in our
political system she’'ll remain in
Kansas and find a better job.

KATE
| asked you a question. Dodd.

Thornton sits back down.

THORNTON
Because, in the end, for Dot,
there’s no place |ike hone.

Kate notions to speak before she furrows her brow

KATE
Dot ? Dor ot hy? From Kansas?

THORNTON
Starting to put the pieces
t oget her? Do you know who coul dn’t?
Dodd. You see, when he had an
affair with your girlfriend Qivia,
he did a piss poor job of follow ng
up what happened when she fled him
you and left everything in D.C
behi nd. Can you guess where she
went ? And put her child up for
adoption before she eventually
overdosed a few years | ater?

Kate’'s eyes w den.
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She’ s dead? She was pregnant?
Wait. Her nother lived right
out si de of Kansas. Ch Cod....

THORNTON
And Dodd? For a well -known
detective, he did a shit job of
followng up on his sins. OR didn't
care. Neither at the tinme or when
he announced his run for President.

Kate sl unps back in her seat.

THORNTON
| always do ny diligence. | put out
feelers on who’'s going to run to
represent our Party. | was |ess

t han pl eased. Tax fraud, marital
affairs? Sure. That’'s the usual
Dropping children into the foster
systen? Not good. Wen | told hinf
Let’s just say that arrogant prick
had sone m ghty unki nd words for
me. | returned the sentinent.

Kate's eyes tear. She holds as strong as she can.

KATE
Wiy did you let nme join you?

Thornton gleans into Kate's soul via her eyes.

THORNTON
To know your gane. | figured you
had to be a better private-eye than
your mentor Dodd. But you really
didn’t know anything, did you? Now
I"’mthinking Beth | ed you down
this, didn't she? Overheard
sonet hi ng about sonet hi ng? Wl l,
shit. Go figure.

Thornton | aughs and finishes his drink. He rises.

THORNTON
Do you want to hear how crazy this
all is? Wien y’'all boarded the
train out of Cklahoma, | took the

short trip over to visit Dot.
That’s why | wasn’t on the train
Kat e.

72.
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THORNTON( cont ' d)

| wanted to offer her a job on ny
canpai gn and keep the nedia jackals
away fromher. Hide in plain sight
and they’' Il never find you. Crazy,
but true. So you see, in a way, you
and Dodd saved ny life. And if
that’s the reason the Wl f chose
Dodd, well, it is what it is.

Thornton wal ks to the door. He opens it and Sam enters.

THORNTON
Goodbye, Katherine. I wish you well
in your search for what it seens
has el uded you for a long tine.

Sam hel ps a stunned Kate out the open door.

THORNTON
Your worth in this world.

Thornton’s cl oses the door.

EXT. HOTEL - FRONT ENTRANCE - NI GHT

Kate wal ks out into a light rain. She obliviously nuddles
past a bar until she stops to avoid a shove and yell fight
between three nen with ROCD hats and two minorities with
shirts that say Black Lives Matter. She crosses the street.

Kate wal ks past a darkened, closed down building. A black
wi ndow ess van pulls up aside and abruptly stops.

The Wl f whi ps the side door open and knocks Kate out with
the barrel of his gun. He drags Kate in the van and | eaves.

I NT. WAREHOUSE - N GHT

A deserted area filled wi th garbage and broken furniture.
Kate wakes tied to a chair. HOSTAGE A and HOSTAGE B are tied
to chairs with hoods over their heads.

The Wl f wal ks over with a gun. He smles at Kate.

VLADI M R
Wl cone back. | have to say. You
are a pain in the ass. Do you know
this? No surprise though. No | over
No kids. Few friends.

Kate stares. The Hostages stir and make nuffl ed noi ses.
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VLADI M R
Ah, | ooks |ike our conpany wakes.

Viadimr pulls the hoods off to reveal Hostage A as Monica
Pescow and Hostage B as Bruckner Darson wi th nouth gags on.

KATE
Ch, no.

VLADI M R
Oh yes, ny docunent friend. It is
time for you to work

Viadimr unties Kate. He puts a pair of handcuffs on her
wists and shackl es her feet. He hands Kate a recorder.

VLADI M R
Film canera girl.

Kate | ooks at Bruckner and Monica's horrified faces and
wat ches Vladimr twirl his gun. Kate turns the recorder on.

VIl adimr renoves the gags from Monica and Bruckner

BRUCKNER
Listen, | -- This is not nec --

MONI CA PESCOW
-- If I"'mnot seen by ny doorman --

VLADI M R
Qui et! There are no nonol ogues
happeni ng here tonight!

The Wl f thrusts the gun toward Mnica s head. She screans.
He thrusts it toward Bruckner, who screans |ouder. The Wl f
lowers it. He | aughs.

VLADI M R
As | thought. When you are not
constructing your propaganda
wi t hout chal |l enge, you are weak.

Moni ca cries. Bruckner throws up on the front of his suit.
Kat e | ooks around and spots her cantorder bag on a table.

KATE
May | stand? | can’'t get the best
angle. My back is also wetched.

The Wl f smrks. He nods. Kate rises and continues to record.
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VLADI M R
Let ne cut right to the end of our
show. One of you “news” people wll
die tonight. The other lives to see
rati ngs bonanza when you tell of it.

Kate falls down and thrusts the recorder into the concrete
floor. It shatters. The Wl f | ooks down and si ghs.

KATE
I’msorry! The | eg shackles --

The Wl f kicks Kate in her stomach. Kate spits bl ood.
VlIadimr wal ks over and returns with Kate’'s cantorder.

VLADI M R
Renove the SD card. Put it in
yours. Let’s continue.

Kate conplies. She turns its on and ains at the hostages.

VLADI M R
As | said, one of your shows will
be cancel |l ed. Permanently.
(beat)
Deci de.

Moni ca and Bruckner gaze at each other and then to the Wl f.

MONI CA PESCOW
Excuse me?

BRUCKNER
"’ m not deciding anyone’s fate. |I'm
a news host.

VLADI M R
And you shal |l make news tonight.

Kate's hand trenmbles. The Wl f puts his gloved hand on the
cancorder to shop the shaking. He nods to Kate.

VLADI M R
Steady. If you are not capabl e of
maki ng history, at |east record it
properly. Or wind up in it.

MONI CA PESCOW
Shoot him

Everyone | ooks at Moni ca. Bruckner is dunbstruck.
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BRUCKNER
Excuse nme?

MONI CA PESCOW
You' re separated, though no one
knows it yet. Your wife's |over has
been talking to us. No kids. No re--

BRUCKNER
-- You fucking | esbhian bitch! And
your life is nore val uabl e why?
Because you fucking liberals think--

The Wbl f shoots Bruckner in the head. His blood and brains
scatter everywhere, including on Mnica s face.

MONI CA PESCOW
Oh ny God! What -- why did you --

VLADI M R
| didn’t do anything. You did.

MONI CA PESCOW
| didn't tell you --

VLADI M R
-- Yes, you did. You | ooked at the
canera and told “we the Anmerican
peopl e”, and yes, | was born here,
what you think should happen. Wo
shoul d |ive and who shoul d die.
Just like you tell your audience in
subl i m nal messages each night. And
you sel fishly chose yourself. Wy?

Monica can't clean the blood off her face. She's hysterical.

MONI CA PESCOW
| DON T KNON | DIDN T WANT TO - -

The Wl f shoots her in the head. She dies. Kate screans. The
Wl f takes the cantorder and pushes Kate down into the chair.

KATE
| thought....

VLADI M R
I lied. Just like they do nightly.
You see, | have ny agenda as wel|.

The Wl f shuts the cantorder. Kate watches the |ight go dim
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KATE
You never we’'re going to let either
of themlive, we’'re you?

VLADI M R
Oh, of course no. They are pari ahs.
It is just about ratings for them
Their true ideology is greed. They
nei t her believe the brai nwashing
t hey spew or care about the
audi ence they deceive. And, as we
see, without a script....

The WIf smles. He ains the gun towards Kate's face.

Bruckner’s body slunps and he falls on The Wl f’s foot. He
steps back in disgust and pushes Bruckner’s body off.

The Wl f peels his gloves off. Kate sees he’'s nmissing the top
hal f of his left pinkie finger.

VLADI M R
He is trouble even in death!

The Wl f switches his gun to his right hand and ains at Kate.
KATE

Wait! Please! | have to know why.
Who are you working for?

A faint sound is heard. The Wl f | eans his head backward. He
smles and raises both his hands in the air.

VLADI M R
Now, the show begins.

TED (Q. S)
Freeze! Drop the gun!

Ted and six officers rush in, guns raised. The WlIf quietly
kneels as he drops the gun to the floor. His smle remains.

An officer renoves the shackles from Kate. She sits shaken

TED
It’s good to see you. Alive.
This... is not good.

KATE

You got my canctorder signal
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TED
Kate. No. That was just a joke. W
got an anonynous call that soneone
saw you dragged in here. Someone nay
be tracking you, but it’s not ne.

Kate stares at Ted. The Wl f wi nks at her as he’'s haul ed off.

I NT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Kate shuts her door and drops on her couch crying. Lady Cat
nuzzl es her. Kate | ooks at her bulletin board of photos.

She wal ks to the bulletin board and rips off all the photos.
She push-pins the photo of her, Dodd and Qi vi a.

KATE

You' re worth it, divia.
MONTAGE
-- Kate works on her |aptop and crosses out photos on board.
-- ON TV - Reed announces the capture of The Wl f.
-- ONTV - The WIf in handcuffs led by Ted in FBI building.
-- ROCD constituents chant as Reed waves from a novi ng car
-- Dol ph Tritzer airs debate highlights of Reed and Thornton.
-- Kate sleeps with books on her face as the sun rises.
-- Debate highlights of Sue and Sally at a coll ege arena.
-- Kate | ooks at a text from 00000. It says STAY VI G LANT

END MONTAGE

| NT. CABLE NEWS STUDI O - NI GAT
Dol ph Tritzer sits at his anchor desk with Bake M Spout.
TI TLE: ELECTI ON DAY. 7PM EST.

DOLPH TRI TZER

Good evening to all our viewers
around the worl d.
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DOLPH TRI TZER(cont ' d)

After a gruelling two year canpaign
by a field of candi dates, we are
finally counting the votes of the

| ast two standing; President Reed
and Senat or Thornton.

BAKE MCSPOUT
That’s right, Dol ph. And in these
| ast two weeks, we’ve seen a steady
rise to a 5% 1 ead that sits across
a series of polls for President
Reed. This generally sits outside
the 3% margin for error. As our
first polls have just officially
cl osed here in the East, 1'd
i magi ne he’s feeling pretty good
about his chances for reel ection.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFICE - NI GHT

Reed sits snoking a cigar as he watches three nounted TVs,
all showi ng one of the Big Three cable networks. He smles.

Sally and twenty staffers chat and | augh. Bob turns to Reed.

CCs BOB
The first group of states are
officially done and announci ng
shortly. Congratul ations, sir.

Reed ignores Bob's outstretched hand. He bl ows snoke instead.

PRESI DENT REED
Get ny wife’'s hotel on the phone
and make sure the ballroomis
charging for liquor until | arrive.
Then 1’11 announce drinks are on
t he house during ny victory speech.

I NT. HOTEL SUI TE - LI VI NG ROOM AREA - N GHT

Thornton sits at his desk. He watches the TV next to the
kitchenette. Zoe and Sue stand and watch. Sue is glum

SUSAN
That's the first three states
agai nst us. This better not be a
bl owout, Bill. 1’ve | ost enough.

ZOE
Consi dering what’s happened, we--
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THORNTON
No. Look closer. W expected to
| ose these states by a nuch w der
mar gi n. Somet hi ng i s happeni ng.

Zoe | eans over and types on her |aptop. Sue |ooks over.

ZCE
He’s not w ong.

Sue | ooks at Thornton. He wi nks and sips his drink.

I NT. BAR - N GHT

Kate wal ks in and sits at her favorite spot at the counter.
Bartender Barry hands her wine. Kate |ooks around at the even
amount of ROCD and Thornton zeal ots | oudly chanting.

BARTENDER BARRY
They started early Like they were
buying tickets to see a rock
concert. Just nuts.

KATE
Vell, this may be over early if it
keeps up for Reed.

BARTENDER BARRY
I don’t know. Thornton just had the
ast two go his way.

Kate hears cursing and boos fromthe ROCD crowd as the
nmounted TVs show another state go for Thornton. Barry sm |l es.

BARTENDER BARRY
What’ s the saying? “Stay tuned”?

BEG N MONTAGE
- ON TV - Dol ph Tritzer shows each candi date w nning states.
- Kate | ooks at nore ROCD fans fill the bar. They're angry.

- Reed kicks over a food cart next to his desk as he screans
at COS Bob and points at the TV. Interns quickly exit.

- Thornton sits calmy and sips his drink. The TV shows hi m
Wi nning two nore states. Sue and Zoe work the phones.

- Ted sits in his office watching the results. He has files
and photos of The Wl f and the candi dates on his desk.
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END MONTAGE
BACK TO BAR

There is little standing roomin the bar. There are nore
Thornton shirts than ROCD hats and cl ot hes, but the ROCD
crowd senses the inevitable. Kate | ooks to Bartender Barry.

KATE
This is actually about to happen.
You may want to call the cops. Now.

ON THE TV
Dol ph Tritzer bangs his notes against the desk.

DOLPH TRl TZER
At 10PM Eastern Standard Ti ne, CNN
can now nake a projection. Senator
WIlliam Thornton will be naned the
47th President of the United States.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFICE - NI GHT

Staff scurry in the hallways as the door flies open and Sally
huffs in. Reed is on a ranpage. COS Bob is on the phone.
Lawyers are huddled in the room

SALLY
We can’t have |ost this thing!

PRESI DENT REED
We? CGet the fuck out of here, you
stupid bitch! You were a ness at
t hat debate! She enbarrassed youl!

Sally shutters back. Reed grabs COS Bob by his jacket collar.
PRESI DENT REED
Get a canera ready now
I NT. HOTEL SUI TE - LI VI NG ROOM AREA
Sue hugs Zoe. Staffers rejoice in the room Thornton stands
anong the crowd, but alone in his mnd. H s trance breaks as
he makes eye contact with Dot hugging an intern. She sm|es.

He | ooks at a photo of Dick on his desk before he hugs Sue.

SUSAN
| can’t believe... D ck..



82.

THORNTON
We did this for him And for al
the Dots out there. Al the people
wi t hout a voice. W got a second
chance to do this right, Sue.

Sue ki sses his cheek. Her tears run. Thornton turns to Zoe.

THORNTON
M ss Manners, please confirmthe
celebration site. Let’s get on
stage before m dni ght Eastern.

I NT. BAR - N GHT

Kate is surrounded by a crowm cheering for Thornton. The ROCD
fans grow | ouder as they scream at Thornton supporters.

KATE
How | ong did they say, Barry?

BARTENDER BARRY
I couldn’t even get 911 to answer.

Kate | ooks up at the TV. Her eyes w den.

KATE
Oh, this isn't going to help.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFI CE

Typi cal TV backdrop of the flags surrounding the desk. Reed
sits with his hands calmy fol ded, though he' s tense.

PRESI DENT REED
Ladi es and gentl enen. As we have
all watch the votes comng in
toni ght, there has been concern by
nmy staff and | that there is
sonet hi ng seriously fraudul ent
happeni ng. Seriously fraudul ent.

CCS Bob | ooks at the lawers off to the side. They shrug.

PRESI DENT REED
The Denocrats have pushed for an
obscene anpbunt of mmil-in votes,
with no proof of identity on the
backside. We can't allowthis to
st and.
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PRESI DENT REED( cont' d)
I was ahead in nost states before a

flood of so-called early nmail-in
vot es suddenly overtook mne.
Therefore, I will not concede this
race until a full investigation

concl udes what took place in this
wonder ful , wonderful country today.

BACK TO BAR
Kate stands up and | ooks at the anped ROCD crowd, then Barry.

KATE
They need to cut himoff before--

ON THE TV

PRESI DENT REED
And to ny ROCD supporters, do not
bow to their liberal pressure to
conform Stand strong and stand
tall. W will prevail

The feed cuts back to Dol ph Tritzer. He's not his cal mself.

DOLPH TRI TZER
To our view ng audi ence around the
worl d, please remain in a peacefu
state of mnd. CNN s voting team
confirmed the validity of every
state we call and this is currently
inline with all other news
net wor ks who have nmade their calls.

BACK TO BAR

Kate feels bodi es pushed agai nst hers. ROCD zeal ots shove and
curse Thornton fans, who push back. She gets a text.

ON KATE' S PHONE

00000 - Now the fun begins. The WIf will be at Thornton’s
cel ebration at the Lincoln Menori al

Kate - He’'s in federal custody. 00000 - Look at this.
BACK TO BAR
Kate | ooks at two photos that pop up. She’'s horrified.

KATE
| need to go, Barry. Watch it.
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Barry nods as he grasps his bat under the counter and yells
to the cromd to stay calm Kate pushes out of the bar.

EXT. BAR - FRONT ENTRANCE - N GHT

Crowds of supporters scream at each other. Sone fight. Kate
runs down the street past two burning cars. She calls Ted.

TED (V. Q)
Wl |, maybe your docunentary will
be a hit, after all.

KATE
The Wl f is going to kill Thornton!

TED (V. Q)
Kate, stop. He’'s | ocked up tighter
than your virginity was in coll ege.

KATE
Get everyone to Thornton’s
cel ebration! Now

INT. OFFICE - NI GHT

Ted sits at his desk. Kate abruptly ends the call. Ted thinks
for a nmoment before he types on his |aptop

ON LAPTCP

A video feed | abel ed The Wl f opens full screen. A black box
over it says FEED DI SCONNECTED. Ted dials his desk phone.

TED

This is Agent 54393. | need the
floor guard for The Wl f’'s cell.

EXT. LINCOLN MEMORI AL - LAVWN AREA - N GHT

TI TLE: LI NCOLN MEMORI AL. 11:45 EST

Lincoln’s statue acts as backdrop. El ection signs bounce in
the air. A darkened stage lights up. A crowd roars in glee.

FEMALE NEWS ANCHOR, 45, sits at a constructed interview desk

FEMALE NEWS ANCHOR
Oh, it looks like they re ready!
Ladi es and gentl| enen, your
Presi dent and Vi ce- Presi dent-El ect!
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EXT. FRONT OF STAGE - NI GHT

Spotlights shine. Misic boons |oud. The crowd responds.
VIadimr, dressed as a Secret Service agent, |eaves his post.

EXT. LI NCOLN MEMORI AL - LAWN PERI METER - NI GHT

Fans chant Thornton’s nanme. Guards hold them out. Kate
scurries out of a cab and runs up to a barricaded perineter.

KATE
I"mon the Thornton nedia team

GUARD 1
Access badge?

KATE
It’s inside with ny equi pnent bag!

GUARD 1
Right. Call for themto bring it.

Dot wal ks up. She sm | es.

DOT
She’'s with us. | can escort.

The Guard | ooks at her. He al so notices another FAN trying to
sneak in. He pulls Kate across and turns back to the Fan.

KATE
Where's Thornton? | can’t get any
of them on the phone!
Her terse attitude surprises Dot.

DOT
Uh, backstage getting ready.

Kate runs off in the direction of the |arge stage up ahead.
KATE
Get themfar away fromthe stage!
EXT. STAGE - REAR - N GHT

Kate furiously scans the cromd as she jogs up to the
barricade of cops and mlitary. She gets a text.

ON KATE' S PHONE
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00000- Look to the perineter. Easiest access. And escape.
BACK TO KATE

Kate sees Madimr in the distance |eaving the crowded area.

EXT. LI NCOLN MEMORI AL - WOODED AREA - N GHT

Trees line the desolate area. Vladimr walks to a quiet spot
and lifts a renote. Kate runs and tackles himto the ground.

The renote drops. Kate punches his face before she' s kicked
away. Madimr rises and puts Kate in choke hold. Kate gasps.

VLADI M R
Think you have it all figured out?
You have not a cl ue.

Viadimr tightens his grip. Kate's about to die when a thud
is heard. Vladimr releases his grip and falls unconsci ous.

Kate’'s blurred vision can’t see the person cradling her. Wen
it clears, Tai's face is inches from her

TAI
Ch, thank the stars! | was seconds
fromgiving you nouth to nout h!

Tai smles. Atear fornms in Kate' s eye. She grins.
KATE

... knew you couldn’t be dead.
You live to zing ne.

TAI
| do, but it was safer to play dead
to keep an eye on you. | should

have told you earlier, but I'm-

Tai seizes backward. Her eyes bul ge and she gasps as she’s
pushed to the ground by Viadimr. A knife is in her side.

Viadimr kicks Kate in the face. Kate drops back in the dirt,
bl oodi ed and barely conscious. Vladimr fixes his jacket.

VLADI M R
Your heart clouds your judgenent.
You were too blind to see who was
on you the whole tine.
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EXT. LI NCOLN MEMORI AL - STAGE - FRONT AREA

Spotlights shine. Misic boons |oud. The crowd responds.
Thornton and Sue wal k out hand and hand. Smles; waves.

SUE V
You did it. Dick is smling on us.

THORNTON
Amen. A new day starts right now.

BACK TO VLADI M R

Viadimr wal ks a few feet and picks up the renote and clicks
it. In the distance, a van explodes. Nothing is spared.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - ROOM - NI GHT

Kat e wakes up. She's battered, bruised and groggy. Ted sits
next to her bed reading reports. He notices Kate is awake.

TED

Thanks for not killing ny day.
KATE

(grins)

What day is it?
TED

The next day.
KATE

Who’' s the next President?
TED

Vll, that’s a little nore

conplicated. Sue is dead. Thornton
is in a com. Not expected to live.

Kate | ooks out the window. It’s raining. Hard.

KATE
The Wol f?

TED
(beat)
Wl ves. Yeah, once we got the
satellite feed back up, he was just
sitting in solitary confinenent
with a big smle on his face.
Fucki ng twi ns. How did you know?
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KATE
Atip. One was mssing a tip.

Ted opens his file. One picture shows Viadimr with no |eft
pi nki e finger. Another photo shows his brother has one.

TED
Right. Take a ride with ne.

HOSPI TAL - HALLWAY - NI GHT
Ted pushes Kate in a wheelchair to a roomwi th a cop guard.

TED
So, you may want to express al
your noral outrage now, Kate. So
it’s less dramatic in a mnute.

Kate doesn’t get it, until her expression indicates she does.

HCOSPI TAL - ROOM - NI GHT

Tai lays in the bed sl eeping. Kate hobbles upright next to
the bed as Ted wal ks to the other side.

TED
She’ Il live. Luckily, the knife
didn’t penetrate any vital organs.
Don’t be too hard on her, Kate. She
was doing her job for nme. Us.

Tai starts to wake. Ted heads out the door.

TED
"1l give you two the room

As the door shuts behind Ted, Tai opens her eyes and sniles.

TAI
Hey, stranger. Cone here often?

Kate doesn’'t smle. Tai senses her trepidation.

KATE
No, usually people aren’t trying to
kill me for a living.

TAI

Real | y? After | saw you teach...

Kate grins this time. Tai smiles again but lets it fade.
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TAI
I"’msorry. | really am But, | had
to keep nmy cover. You know, “in the
best interest of the country and
t he Anerican people” yada, yada. Be
| ucky you got ne as your Angel. You
shoul d see sone of ny peers.
Bathing is |like optional for them

KATE
Are you telling me | wasn’t the
only civilian asset?

TAI
Oh, hell no. Every candi date has --
Oh crap, | think the nmeds have ne
| oopy. Forget | said anything or
"1l have to kill you. Really.

Kate smles and holds Tai’s hand. The TV in the roomis on.
ON THE TV
Dol ph Tritzer sits at a desk. Bake Mspout sits to his left.

DOLPH TRI TZER
In what may have been the nost
shocking El ection Day in our
nation’s history, the President-
El ect and Vice President- Elect
were targets of a terrorist attack
that killed well over eighty
i nnocent people. Susan Val e was
pronounced dead on the scene. Bil
Thornton remains in a coma, though
early reports indicate his brain
activity may be beyond repair.

BAKE MCSPCOUT
Just a horrific display of violence
at one our nation’s nost synbolic
nonunents to a man sone woul d say
our greatest President. Beyond
tragic, it puts us in uncharted
territory as to what happens now.

DOLPH TRI TZER
By that you nmean who will assune
t he Presidency on Inauguration Day?
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BAKE MCSPOUT
Yes. President Reed, despite his

shenani gans

last night in lieu of a

concessi on speech, does remain
President until that day on January

20t h. After

that, who can say?

DOLPH TRI TZER

Correct. As

this country has never

seen a situation like this, the
answer may lay theoretically in

| egal writings, but there could be
litigation challenges |onger than
Bush v. Gore. Regardl ess of that
out cone, they were both alive.

BAKE MCSPOUT

And if Bill

Thornton dies and his

Vice President is al so deceased,
does this fall to the third in

I i ne? House Speaker Joan Dunne?
Hersel f recovering froman attack
by the sanme terrorist that we have

now | ear ned

were twi n brothers.

DOLPH TRI TZER

There m ght
that. Wuld

be a | egal argunent for
Joan Dunne want the

rol e? She has never expressed

interest in
(beat)

her political career.

Hold on, 1’ ve just received word
t hat President-Elect WIIiam
Thornt on has passed away from his
injuries suffered in last night’'s
attack. He was 64 years old.

A stock photo of Bill

Thor nt on appears above them his dates.

BAKE MCSPCOUT
This is truly a sad day in our
nation’s history. Stay tuned...

I NT. APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Kate sits at her desk.

TI TLE: TWO DAYS LATER

She stares at her board of photos.

A knock on the door has Kate open it to see Beth. She enters.
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BETH
Thank you for seeing ne.

Beth wal ks to the board and | ooks at her husband’ s phot o.

BETH
Ben woul d have been proud of you

KATE
Wul d he? I’ mnot sure how nuch
that neans to nme anynore, Beth.

Bet h sighs. She | ooks at the nanes under the photos and
renoves Dot and Adivia s picture. She studies them

BETH
She has divia s eyes.

She tacks the photos back up. Kate lifts and swills her w ne.

BETH
That was a tough tinme. Ben and |
were still in the early years of

our marriage. It is twice as hard
to make in work in D.C

KATE
No excuses, Beth. divia s death
was not a | earning period.

BETH
It was not. And I'Il carry that for
the rest of my tine. But out of
every ash rises a phoenix. I am

happy to hear Dorothy survived.

KATE
She did. By |ooking for ne. She was
far enough away to be sheltered. W
spoke. | tried to convince her to
go hone, but Reed offered her a job
as an assistant to his Chief of
Staff. Reed never let’s a tragedy
get in the way of P.R optics.

Bet h sighs. She wal ks over to Kate and hol ds her hand.

BETH
Goodbye, Kate. Thank you

She senses no hug. In a nonent, she’s gone. Kate stares at
t he board when a qui ck knock reappears. She opens the door.
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KATE
Did you forget--

Tai lunges and kisses Kate hard on her lips. She pulls back
out of reaction, but then enbraces Tai’'s passion.

TAI
| hate progressive train porters!

Kate sm |l es and shuts the door behind her. Tai wal ks around
trying to place her red handbag down.

TAI
What a ness! | don’t know where to
put ny new bag down and | love this
bag. Ugh! Is Hoffa buried here?

KATE
Ww. That's pretty good. So you
al so wat ched sonme docunentaries as
a ki d? Besides the other shows?

TAI
Sitting around or phanages between
foster hone gigs didn't often a bevy
of entertainnent other than TV.

KATE
The FBI recruited you right out of
H gh School after graduation?

TAI
Yeah. Let’s just say ny genius |1Q
and nice legs went far around a
roomfull of nice men in bad suits.
O vice versa. My head still hurts.

KATE
So even before Ben's death, Ted
knew about the chatter between him
and Thor nt on- -

TAI
And was going to ask you to do the
docunentary thing anyway and bl ah,
bl ah. Yeah, Ted's pretty smart too.

Kate curls her lip. Tai |ooks at the bulletin board.

TAI
Well, you figured it out. | guess
you never |ost your fifteen m nutes
of fame. You just msplaced it.
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KATE
| didn’t figure anything out. You
were texting ne clues.

TAI
Meh. After Ted choppered ne out of
the train weck, he said it was to
our advantage for anyone to think I
was dead. But he didn't have to
know about our little ding-fest.

Tai turns to see Kate fixated on the TV. Tai gasps.
ON TV
Joan Dunne tal ks at a press conference. Reporters everywhere.

JOAN DUNNE
And that’s why after the sad
passi ng of our bel oved Party
| eaders, | have decided to pursue
the presidential |ine of succession
as nmentioned in the Constitution,
nost notably referred to in the
20th and 25th Amendnent. | woul d
expect to be sworn in for duty this
| naugur ati on Day on January 20t h.

The reporters go wild. They scream questi ons over each other.
BACK TO APARTMENT
Kate | owers the volunme. Tai stares at Kate.

TAI
What just happened?

Kat e doesn’t answer. She stares at Dunne’s face on her board.
ON THE TV
Dol ph Tritzer sits at his desk. ANN COTER, 35, sits there.

DOLPH TRI TZER
Joan Dunne, has officially declared
her expectance to be sworn in as
the next and first, woman President
of the United States. Truly
remarkable. I'd also like to
i ntroduce our new anchor, Ann
Coter. Your reaction?
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ANN COTER
Thank you. It’s ny pleasure to be
here. And I think Joan Dunne shoul d
absolutely go for this. It’s
witten in the amendnents and if
we're g a country that continues to
follow a vision our forefathers set
forth, a bunch of old, white nen,
then let the battle begin.

Dol ph holds his stare on Ann a second | onger than the
producer wants. Dol ph regains his professionalism

DOLPH TRI TZER
Truly remar kabl e, indeed. In other
news, President Reed has not dialed
down his rhetoric of the election
results. He has yet to concede and
there’s been reporting that he is
talking to his top-1evel advisors
about sone unprecedented i deas.
We' Il be right back.

EXT. CAR - MWI NG

Kate drives through D.C. ROCD protests are everywhere.
Burned out cars sit along roads. Shattered glass litters
streets. Wrds FRAUD and REED RULES in graffiti everywhere.
I NT. CAR - MWI NG

Kate drives. Tai sleeps next to her. Kate receives a text.
ON KATE S PHONE

99999 - Watch this video.

Kate clicks the video. She al nbst crashes. Tai awakes.

TAI
VWhat the hell ?

KATE
Where' s your phone?

Kate does not relinquish her glare. Tai’s confused, but takes
it fromher bag. Her thunbprint opens it. She hands it over.

Kate opens her texts and |ooks at it before handing it back.
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TAI
Care to share?

Kate hands Tai her phone with the video playing. She gasps.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE - DAY

Cl oudy skies loomover the historic structure.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFI CE HALLWAY

Joan Dunne wal ks to the door. She’'s surrounded by two Secret
Servi ce nen. The door opens fromthe Oval office. Ted and
Kate wal k out. Joan is surprised by their presence.

TED
M ss Speaker.

JOAN DUNNE
Todd is it?

TED

Ted, Ma’am This is Kate.

JOAN DUNNE
Have we net?

KATE
Once. It wasn't nenorable. But |'m
good wi t h Phot oshop.

They smile, nod and | eave. Joan sighs and opens the door.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFI CE

President Reed sits alone at his desk snoking a cigar. Joan
enters with her bodyguards.

PRESI DENT REED
This is just you and ne.

The Bodyguards | ook at Joan. She waves them off. They | eave.

JOAN DUNNE
What is it, Ron. | don’t have tine
for energency neetings like this.
Unl ess you wanted to be graci ous on
your way out and are letting ne
redecorate ahead of tine?



96.

Joan sits in front of his desk. Reed’ s grin is not natural.

PRESI DENT REED
Cute, Joan. You know, even when |
was witing your donor checks, |
couldn’t stand you

JOAN DUNNE
When you pretended to be a
Denocrat? | renenber it well.

PRESI DENT REED
Republ i can, Denocrat. No
difference. I would have run as
ei ther open ticket, but that other
bitch had yours | ocked up. But
really, it’s still us versus them
Wnners and | osers. They just need
a uniformto root for. And against.

JOAN DUNNE
You have ten mnutes left. The five
constitutional |awers waiting in
ny office don’t cone cheap. But, |
have to do what’'s best for this
country. Especially after you

Reed | aughs. He lifts his TV renote and turns it on.

PRESI DENT REED
Have a | ook, sweetheart.

Joan sighs and turns her head. The nounted TV plays a video.

ON THE TV

I NT. UNDERGROUND PARKI NG GARAGE - DAY

The parki ng garage shows Joan Dunne’s |inousine driving until
it stops. Joan exits the back of the |inousine and wal ks ten
feet anay to nake a call

She | owers the phone and nods to The Wl f, who steps fromthe
shadows and is positioned on the other side of the |ino.

The wol f nods back to her and riddles the linmb with bull ets.
He nods back to Joan and | eaves. She wal ks over to the |linp
and clinbs back into her seat and shuts the door.

The vi deo ends.

BACK TO OVAL OFFI CE
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Joan whi ps back to Reed. He blows a puff of cigar snoke.

JOAN DUNNE
This is not what is--

PRESI DENT REED
Stop. | don't care.

JOAN DUNNE
You can’t prove-- |--

PRESI DENT REED
Qur country can’'t have traitors,
Joan. W can’'t. W won’'t.

Reed hits a button on his desk and four Secret Service nen
enter and surround her chair. She's fl abbergasted.

JOAN DUNNE
This will rip this country apart!

PRESI DENT REED
Ch, | have a fix for that. Get her
out of here.

They are about to touch her when she stops them She regains
her conposure and stands. She fixes her pants suit and exits.

As the Oval office door shuts, Reed | aughs and bl ows snoke.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE - DAY
Ted and Kate wal k across the front entrance to waiting cabs.

KATE
Do you think there’ s any chance
Reed cuts her a deal ? Maybe pass
| aws she woul d have ot herw se. ..

Kate | ooks at Ted’'s rai sed brow.

KATE
Right. Tear her and the country
further apart. Got it.

TED
H s fans, sorry, constituents,
won’t accept anything |ess.

KATE
What about Vliadimr? Do you think
he stays on the down | ow?
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TED
Maybe. For a while. Every week
there’s five nore inspired by these
| oons, so, | have job security. How
about you? Back to school ?

Kate gets a text.
ON KATE S PHONE

TAl - I'"msorry for everything that will cone out. \Wen it
does, don't judge. It’s never that sinple. Take care. X0OX0X0

BACK TO KATE
KATE
(beat)
No. It’s winter recess. And | was
thinking I need the vacation tine.

They shake hands then hug. Each grab their cab and vacate.

EXT. RESORT AREA - BAR - DAY

TI TLE: BAHAMAS. TEN DAYS LATER

The sun resides over the palmtree-lined pool. Guests lazily
soak up the rays and leisurely swim The bar tables surround
t he hut of alcohol. Waiters wait; bartenders tend.

Vladimr wears a baseball cap and sungl asses. He exits the
pool and wal ks to the bar. The FEMALE BARTENDER, 30, smles.

VLADI M R
A bottle of water, senorita.

She grins and hands hima water bottle. He drinks and turns.

KATE (O S.)
Excuse ne.

Viadimr’s smle drops upon recognition of Kate sitting at a
table. Vliadimr |ooks around. Kate smles.

KATE
Pl ease. Sit. No scene needed.

VI adimr scans the perineter and slowy sits.

VLADI M R
You’ ve cone a |long way. To die.
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Viadimr renoves a switchblade fromhis bathing suit pocket.
He opens it under the table. Kate's eyes gaze its way.

KATE
There won’t be tinme for that.

VLADI M R
You' re here for answers, M ss.
Docunent ary? What is ny goal ? Wo
do | work for? Do you Anmericans not
understand that everything is not
as conplicated as you think it is?

KATE
Ah, right. Your brother clained to
be Anerican. Your accent is
simlar, but not as identical as
your | ooks. You spend time in a | ot
of foster hones. Sone different,
sone the same. Some globally. It
al so makes sense how you were able
to pull some things off. The two of
you. Well, that and working for the
nost powerful woman in Anmeri ca.

VLADI M R
Anar chi sts work for no one. W
shake the systemand |l et the chips
fall where they may. If we accept
funding for the cause along the
way, so be it. How did you find ne?

KATE
Honestly, | wasn't | ooking for you.

Tai exits the ladies roomin a bathing suit and her red
handbag hangs from her shoul der. Her reaction when she sees
Kate is nothing she planned for. Kate | ocks her gaze on Tai.

KATE
It took sonme digging. Mdire than the
FBI apparently did when they
recruited her. But the tine you,
her and your brother spent in
or phanages really was really
i mpressi onabl e on young m nds.
Foster parents that were part of
t he Weat her man Under gr ound
extrem st groups. Ties all the way
back to Dunne in her early years
t hat have been all but forgotten.
But not conpletely, huh?
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TAI
| said don’t judge.

Vliadimr’s eyes cross and his head drops on the table.

TAI
Jesus. |s he dead?

KATE
No, just drugged by Agent Al varez.

Kat e nods to FEMALE BARTENDER who i s AGENT ALVAREZ. She nods.
Kate lifts Mladimr’s water bottle and swirls it. It’s clear.

KATE
The sl eeping powder is clear. If
you see slight purple particles...

TAI
I renmenber that training class.
Lethal in a few hours.
(beat)
How did you find ne?

Kate hold up her |phone.

KATE
$29 Apple Airtag. | sewed it right
into the liner of your new bag back
at ny apartnent.

Tai’s eye bul ge. She | ooks at her bag.

TAI
You bitch! You ripped ny liner?
I love this bag!

Tai takes a deep breath. She sits by Kate and | ooks around.

TAI
Standard flood the zone? Half these
guests are agents? What’'s the signal ?

Kate raises her left armin the air and nost of the guests
stop eating, drinking and noving. They all |ook at Tai. Kate
| owers her hand and they resune their charade. Tai nods.

TAI
| mpr essi ve.
(beat)
Now what ?
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KATE
vell, we know you filnmed the Dunne
shooting. There are reflections of
you in your footage. Thank you for
sharing it. Wether you knew t he
brothers were going to kill the
driver and bodyguard or not is
unknown. We al so don’t know if he
st abbed you on purpose to clear
you, know ng that you wouldn't die
fromthat wound. W don’t know if
you're still undercover since you
just left the FBI w thout further
notice. To be honest, Ted isn't
exactly sure when and where you
crossed the line and | still don’t
know what Ted knows. So, yeah. |I'm
just finishing nmy civilian duty.

TAI
There aren’t lines in the agency to
cross. There’s just the perspective
of where they're blurred and can be
crossed for the greater good.
Say hi to Ted for ne.

Kate puts her hand up to her earpiece and nods.

KATE
He says you can stay and take your
chances in court. O get up and go.
He owes you at |east a head start.

Tai | ooks around. She |ocks eyes with Kate. She sm|es before
it dissipates. Tai gets up and wal ks away. Once she is out of
view, the Agents |ift M adimr up and haul himaway. Kate

| owers her head. Monments pass.

TAl (O S.)
So you finally figured sonething
out and yet you think I'd see this
court thing through w thout ny Ray
Ban sungl asses? You' re slipping.

Kate | ooks up. Tai puts on her sunglasses and smles. Kate
shakes her head and rises. They wal k out toward the beach.

KATE
W don’t know what we don’t know.
So, who's next? Where does this end?

TAI
Vel |, take one anarchi st down. ..
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I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - MEDI A ROOM - DAY

Presi dent Reed wal ks to the podium of a standing roomonly
crowd of reporters and cameranen.

PRESI DENT REED

I"d like to thank you all for being
here today.

(coughs)
In light of the horrible attack
that clainmed the |lives of Senator
Thornton and Susan Val e and the
situation wi th Speaker Dunne, |
have consulted with five
constitutional |awers.

(coughs)
Excuse nme. There’s no water up here?

Reed coughs. He | ooks to COS Bob, who is nudged a bottle of
water from Dot. COS Bob hands it to Reed, who drinks it.

PRESI DENT REED
Thank you. As | was saying, These
| awyers have advised nme that it is
within nmy power in unprecedented
times to call for martial law in
the form of extending ny presidency
until we can have a Presidentia
election in two years. This all ows
potential candidates to formtheir
canpai gn and chal | enge nmy canpai gn
in a nmere twenty-four nonths.

The room erupts. Reporters scream questions while sone nake
calls on their phones. Reed grins and drinks the water.

Dot stares at the water bottle s tiny purple floating
particles. Her sweet grin turns dark.

TAl (V.0)
... and anot her disillusioned sheep
will radicalize and take their
place to finish the m ssion.
By any nmeans necessary.

PRESI DENT REED

(smles)
We're going to have a good tine.

FADE TO BLACK



